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The bi-monthly newsletter of the Minnesota Pork 
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CIRCULATION: 4,600 pig farmers, pork industry 
professionals, owners, managers, employees,  
consultants and researchers.

For more information on placing an ad in the  
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Katelyn Gradert - Minnesota Pork Board,  
(507) 345-8814 or katelyn@mnpork.com.
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It is officially the best month of the year – October – 

or as those of us at the Pork Board call it, Porktober! 

Throughout National Pork Month, we encourage 

consumers to buy pork whether they are in the  

grocery aisle or celebrating their team’s latest efforts  

on the field. 

On our social media pages, you’ll see new recipes, 

information about animal care, and the way Minnesota 

pig farmers are constantly protecting water, air, and  

soil. Tune in to Twin Cities Live every day during the 

week of October 26 to catch Minnesota chefs, farmers, 

and the MPB dietitian talking about all things pork and 

pig farming! 

There’s a good reason Minnesota is number two in 

the nation for pig production! Right outside of the pig 

barns, Minnesota has the feed sources needed for pig 

production. The cycle of crops, animals, and manure 

works to the social and economic benefit of our 

environment and communities.

There’s another very important reason Minnesota 

excels at pork production, and that reason is YOU! 

Generations of Minnesotans have passed down the 

passion, knowledge, and experience on raising pigs and 

producing pork. They’ve also passed down the open-

mindedness to new research outcomes that show how 

to do that job better every day. That’s why over the 

past 55 years, pig farmers are using 78% less land, 25% 

less water, and 7% less carbon, to produce a leaner, 

nutritious pork product.

Celebrate 

P orkt obe r!
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Pork in the Classroom
Educators know the importance of teaching students 

about maintaining a well-balanced, nutritious diet. In 

2020, the Minnesota Pork Board (MPB) teamed up with 

Family and Consumers Sciences (FACS) instructors to 

create four new classroom lesson plans that promote 

the benefits of including pork in a balanced diet. 

MPB and FACS collaborated on efforts in the past 

through conferences, providing pork gift certificates 

and thermometers for classroom use, and connecting 

educators with OMS speaker services. A web-based 

curriculum was available for teachers to use, but it was 

outdated and links were inactive. Together with the 

Wisconsin Pork Association, MPB created a new  

web-based curriculum meeting educational standards 

for Pro-Start classes and FACS teachers. 

The new lesson plans boast a well-balanced Farm 

to Fork feel covering agricultural education 

information as well as nutrition materials. Each 

lesson plan was created using the principles of the We 

Care commitment, showing how America’s pig farmers 

are dedicated to responsible and ethical animal 

agriculture. These principles ensure farmers are 

providing safe and nutritious food, raising healthy 

animals, utilizing practices to 
protect public health, and 
contributing to a better 
quality of life  for communities.

“Recipes, thermometers, gift certificates, and speaker 

services are still available for teachers to take 

advantage of and use in their classrooms,” states Pam 

Voelkel, director of promotions and events for the 

Minnesota Pork Board. “The new online curriculum 

provides next steps and in-depth educational materials 

for both classroom use and virtual learning.”

Lesson plans are created for a variety of grade levels, 

but primarily focus on students in middle or high 

school, particularly grades 7-12. These modules push 
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