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The Latest on PEDV  

The new virus that threatens pigs, 

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus or 

PEDV was confirmed in the United 

States in May. Although countries in 

Europe and Asia have been dealing 

with this disease for many years this 

is the first time the virus has been 

present in the United States.  

PEDV is similar in nature and is 

related to the virus TGE, transmissible 

gastroenteritis virus.  PEDV can be 

contracted by pigs of all sizes, but 

is most devastating to piglets under 

seven days of age, the mortality rate 

can range anywhere from 50%-100%. 

Pigs that are over seven days are 

expected to recover. The incubation 

period for the virus can be anywhere 

from 22-36 hours or 1-4 days.  

The virus is typically transmitted 

by fecal matter either directly from 

animal to animal contact or indirectly 

by contaminated footwear, clothes, 

vehicles, equipment, etc. Research is 

being conducted at the University of 

Minnesota to see exactly how the virus 

spreads and what role transportation 

vehicles might have.  

“We are trying to determine how 

the virus spreads and the risk of 

it spreading,” says Dr. Montse 

Torremorell, Leman Chair for 

Veterinary Population Medicine, “We 

want to see how long the virus can 

survive in manure.” 

Diarrhea and vomiting in young or 

recently weaned pigs is a sign that 

PEDV might be present.  Confirmation 

of the virus is done by PCR, polymerase 

chain reaction, on feces from acutely 

affected pigs. The University of 
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Livestock Truck Rollover Trainings a Success 

Seventy-four emergency response  
personnel, county feedlot officers,  
law enforcement and local fire  
department personnel attended  
Livestock Truck Rollover Trainings 
hosted in Windom and New Ulm. The 
trainings provided ways to improve 
animal well-being in accidents involving 

livestock. This was also the first  
opportunity for individuals to see  
trailers, developed by the Minnesota 
Pork Board in cooperation with the 

Region 5 Division of Homeland  
Security, that are available in the  
event of a livestock truck rollover.Livestock emergency response trailers 

have been placed in Fairmont, New 
Ulm and Worthington.  The trailers 
were designed to complement  
resources that fire departments 
already have. They are equipped with 
gating to help contain animals that 
have escaped and other tools that help 

protect the driver, animals and the  
general public. The trailers were paid 
for through a grant from the  
Department of Homeland Security and 

were assembled by the Minnesota Pork 

Board and Region 5 Emergency  
Management. The trailers will be 
housed and dispatched through fire  
departments and/or county  
departments of transportation. Work is 

being done to develop memorandums 
of understanding to allow trailers to 
cross government unit lines. 

The trainings, paid for by the  
Minnesota Pork Board, were taught by 
Jennifer Woods from Blackie, Alberta, 
Canada, who has been delivering the 
livestock emergency response course  
throughout the United States and 
Canada since 1998. The trainings  
started out with a classroom portion 
that focused on how to handle  
livestock. The second portion of the 
training focused on hands-on  
demonstrations.  Woods explained the 
structural pieces on a livestock trailer 
and showed where to cut to remove 
animals without ruining the trailer. 
She also showed how to use all of the 
equipment on the livestock emergency 

response trailers. 
“Unfortunately incidents involving  
livestock happen. These trainings  
provide a way, for the people who 
respond to livestock rollovers, to learn 
how to safely and effectively handle 
livestock in a distress situation,” says 
Jill Resler, Director of Education for  
the Minnesota Pork Board. 

Jennifer Woods showed attendees the appropriate 

locations to extricate livestock from a trailer in order 

to ensure both public safety and animal well-being. 

Livestock Emergency Response Trailer. 


