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All visitors are invited to join Minnesota Pork in tent 614 at Farmfest 2018! There will be
numerous activities going on in the Minnesota Pork tent this year. Stop by to speak with
Minnesota Pork staff, ambassador candidates, and farmers about anything ranging from pork
recipes to the latest pork production practices. Our goal is to help engage producers, legislatures,
and others in the community to talk about agriculture and pig farming. If you would like to
receive some of Minnesota Pork’s favorite pork recipes and samples, and hear speeches on a
wide variety of topics dealing with pig farming from our Minnesota Pork Ambassadors, come
visit our tent. Join us at Farmfest for an opportunity to learn about cooking pork and pig farming!

Ambassador Individual Presentation Schedule
TIME

NAME

COUNTY

1:00 p.m.

Beth Stevermer

Faribault County

1:15 p.m.

Leah Ruen

Fillmore County

1:30 p.m.

Chelsey Swanson

Isanti County

1:45 p.m.

Chelsea Collins

Isanti County

2:00 p.m.

Emelia Melson

Martin County

2:15 p.m.

Lindsey Bettin

Martin County

2:30 p.m.

Leyton Becker

Martin County

2:45 p.m.

Madeline Patterson

Goodhue County

continued on page 2
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JULY 25

Oink Outing
Chaska Farmers Market

MINNESOTA PORK
AMBASSADOR CANDIDATES

PORK AMBASSADOR
COMPETITION SCHEDULE

3 - 7 p.m.

JULY 28

Oink Outing
Slice of Shoreview
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Monday, August 6

AUG 4

Oink Outing
Mill City Farmer’s Market

1:00 p.m.

Personal Interviews

6:00 p.m.

Supper & Orientation Meeting

AUG 5

Tuesday, August 7

8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Oink Outing
Open Streets of Minneapolis
– Northeast

9:00 a.m.

Mock Media Interviews

1:00 p.m.

Presentations (Open to public)
Location: Farmfest, Junction 67 & 13 (Tent 614)
		
28269 Highway 67
		
Morgan, MN 56266

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

AUG 7 – 9
Farmfest

Admission Cost:
Online: $8 | On-site: $10
17 & Under: Free
28269 Highway 67
Morgan, MN

Wednesday, August 8

AUG 12

9:00 a.m.

Staff Pork Tent

11:00 a.m.

Group Pictures

11:50 a.m.
12:05 p.m.

Pork Ambassador Awards Program
Location: Farmfest, Wick Forum Building

6:00 p.m.

Oink Outing

St. Paul Farmer’s Market
6 a.m. – 1 p.m.

AUG 15

PQA Plus & TQA Training – Waseca
PQA Plus: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
TQA 1 – 4 p.m.
Southern Research and Outreach
Center
35838 120th Street
Waseca, MN 56093
Pre-register: colleen@mnpork.com
or 1-800-537-7675

AUG 23 – SEPT 3
Minnesota State Fair
1265 Snelling Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55108

AUG 28

28th Annual CVS Swine Conference
Western Illinois University
2400-2474 E Jackson St.
Macomb, IL 61455

AUG 29

PQA Plus & TQA Training – Morris
PQA Plus: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
TQA 1 – 4 p.m.
West Central Research
and Outreach Center
46352 State Highway 329
Morris, MN 56267
Pre-register: colleen@mnpork.com
or 1-800-537-7675
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Supper and Bowling

BACK ISSUES
AVAILABLE ONLINE

PORK
CHECKOFF
REPORT

www.mnpork.com
Click on
Farmers Resources

www.LangeAgSystems.com

■ Full Line of Repair Parts & Service
■ Livestock Equipment
■ Ventilation Fans/Parts
■ Ventilation Controls/Parts
■ Inlets & Chimneys
■ Curtains/Parts
■ Heaters/Parts
■ Filtration Systems
■ Feed Bins

■ Feed Delivery/Parts ■ Waterers/Plumbing
■ Feeders
■ Pit Fan Transitions
■ Gating
■ Medicators/Parts
■ Farrowing Crates
■ Much More!
■ Flooring Systems
■ PVC Planking
■ Misting & Soaker Systems

■ Construction - New & Remodel
■ Nursery

■ Gestation

■ Farrowing

■ Finishing

1105 North State Street (Behind Pizza Ranch)
Fairmont, MN • 507.399.2178
193 County Road 9 NE
Willmar, MN • 320.231.1470
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MEET THE 2018
LEYTON BECKER

MINNESOTA
Martin County

Parents: Lynn & Julie Becker
Leyton Becker of Fairmont, Minnesota, comes from a pig and crop farm. He is a student at the
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities and is pursuing a degree in animal science - pre-vet. His
current collegiate involvements include Block and Bridle, Alpha Gamma Rho, and playing on
the University of Minnesota Club Soccer team. After he receives his undergraduate degree, his
plans are to attend the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Minnesota in hopes
to someday return back to his hometown to build a career as a swine veterinarian. If selected
as a Minnesota Pork Ambassador, his goal would be to strengthen the connection between
farmers and consumers.

LINDSEY BETTIN

Martin County

Parents: Phil & Sheila Bettin
Lindsey Bettin’s career goal is to become a high school agriculture teacher in a rural
community. To achieve this goal, she is attending the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
and majoring in agricultural education. She spends time on her family farm near Trimont,
Minnesota, where they grow organic corn, hay, alfalfa, and oats along with raising cattle and
sheep. In the summer she enjoys helping with feeding and mowing along with field work such
as baling and hauling manure. As a Minnesota Pork Ambassador, Bettin would enjoy gaining
knowledge and resources related to agriculture and the pork industry. This would allow her to
branch out and broaden her skills to be able to teach others about her passion for agriculture.

CHELSEA COLLINS

Isanti County

Parents: Ron & Jacque Collins
Chelsea Collins believes that by becoming a Minnesota Pork Ambassador, she will gain insight
on the marketing and advertising tactics of pork products and how consumer choices are
affecting our pig farmers. She is excited about all the new experiences and opportunities she
would be able to partake in if selected. Over the past fourteen years, she has been involved in
4-H and has been able to show sheep and pigs through this program. A nursing degree is in
Collin’s future and she is working on this goal at Anoka-Ramsey Community College. Working
at a nursing home has ignited a passion to help people and has also opened her eyes to
appreciate the everyday physical and mental abilities that some people take for granted.

EMELIA MELSON

Martin County

Parents: Tracy & Beth Melson
Emelia Melson has grown up and worked on a sixth generation pig and grain farm near
Trimont, Minnesota. Through 4-H and FFA, she has been able to show livestock for the past
thirteen years. Melson says, “Working with swine on two fronts for most of my life has given
me a passion for the pork industry and agriculture.” This passion has led her to the University
of Minnesota – Twin Cities where she is majoring in animal science and also wishes to further
her education to become a swine nutritionist while doing swine research and promoting
agriculture. If she becomes one of the next Minnesota Pork Ambassadors, her goals are to
learn more about the pork industry as well as communicating the importance of both pork
and agriculture to the public.
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PORK AMBASSADOR CANDIDATES
MADELINE PATTERSON

Goodhue County

Parents: Mike & Rebekah Patterson
Madeline Patterson of Kenyon, Minnesota, grew up on a 3,000 head finishing pig farm. By
living on the farm, she has learned firsthand the work it takes to produce a high quality
product for the consumer, as well as how wonderful the people behind the process are.
If selected as a Minnesota Pork Ambassador, she would use her passion for the industry
to continue learning and teaching about pork and would be proud to represent pig
farmers throughout the state. She is a student at North Dakota State University majoring
in agricultural communications with a minor in animal science. There, she is involved in
Saddle and Sirloin, Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow, The National Agri-Marketing
Association, and the Running Club.

LEAH RUEN

Fillmore County

Parents: Eric & Kristi Ruen
As a pork ambassador, Leah Ruen would look forward to promoting the efforts of pork
producers and advocating their work to produce a wholesome, nutritious product. She grew
up in Lanesboro, Minnesota, on her family farm where they produce corn, soybeans, and alfalfa
in addition to raising sheep, a cow/calf operation, and finish 9,000 pigs annually. Ruen can
be found helping with field work, sorting and loading pigs, working with her livestock, and
doing any other farm work her dad needs help with. After she graduates from the University
of Minnesota – Twin Cities with a degree in agricultural food business management, she plans
to attain a master’s degree in business administration. Her future career goal is to work with
production data in the swine industry.

BETH STEVERMER

Fairbault County

Parents: Dale & Lori Stevermer
Beth Stevermer will be entering Iowa State University this fall as a freshman. After she
completes her degree in food science, she hopes to work for a company that specializes
in developing foods and flavors. Owning her very own restaurant would be Beth’s ultimate
career goal. Her swine background stems from her family farm near Easton, Minnesota, where
they have a custom finishing pig farm, but this is where she also enjoys spending time with her
goats and family. She has been involved in 4-H and FFA and participates in many pork events
such as Oink Outings, Grandma’s Marathon, and the Mankato Marathon which include her
passion for running. If selected as a Minnesota Pork Ambassador, she would like to represent
Minnesota pig farmers well and share their stories with the public.

CHELSEY SWANSON

Isanti County

Parents: Andy Swanson & Sue Leider
Chelsey Swanson is a believer in bringing more agricultural programs back into schools and
making sure students get the adequate agricultural education they need. One reason why she
would like to become a Minnesota Pork Ambassador is because she wants to better educate
the public about the pork industry. She is currently attending Southwest Minnesota State
University where she will receive a degree in early childhood education. With this degree,
she hopes to someday work at a preschool near her hometown of Princeton, Minnesota. At
Southwest Minnesota State University she enjoys being involved in the SMSU Ag club, PAS,
and SMSU Student Activities committee.
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Meet Minnesota Pork’s
Director of Communications

Katelyn Gradert

agriculture industry and
consumers, and it became
evident her future career
path would lead her to
help bridge this gap.

Katelyn Gradert is a recent graduate from Iowa State
University with a bachelor’s degree in agricultural
communications and minors in agronomy and event
management. Gradert is no stranger to the world of
agriculture. She grew up on a fifth-generation family
farm outside of Alton, Iowa, where her father grows
corn and soybeans and runs a finishing pig operation.
To say her upbringing on the farm shaped her
viewpoint and outlook on American agriculture is a vast
understatement. Gradert’s passion for agriculture and
advocating on behalf of farmers has been prominent
for as long as she can remember. From maintaining
the garden and yard work to operating tractors, field
sprayers, and their International Harvester, she delved into
every opportunity available on the farm in order to further
understand and become more aware of the day-to-day
operations. Her passion for advocating agriculture led her
to Iowa State University where she submerged herself in
her studies and extracurricular activities. She soon
learned about the ever-present disconnect between the

In June, Gradert began her
career with Minnesota Pork, where she is excited to have
a solid platform that allows her to actively fulfill her
desires of advocating for Minnesota pig farmers and the
agriculture industry as a whole. Gradert looks forward
to embracing and being comfortable having the tough
conversations with consumers and changing the public’s
perception of farmers from distaste to understanding and
respect. She believes transparency is the key to gaining
consumer trust. Through her role as the director of
communications, she plans to candidly display the
processes and procedures Minnesota farmers practice
on a daily basis while simultaneously showing the
love farmers have for their animals and WHY they do
what they do.

“CALL TO ACTION”

Manure
Master
Plus

TM

Where there’s Quality ... there’s Chore-Time®

Reduces

• Odor • Agitation
• Flies • Solids/Crusting

Handles the most difficult
manure management issues.

Master
MM Manure
Innovative Manure Management
manuremaster.com
1-888-875-2425

REDEFINING FARM MANAGEMENT™
A Division of CTB, Inc., A Berkshire Hathaway Company
choretimehog.com | 574-658-5000 | info@pigtek.net
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CTB ADVERTISING

Buy the Best

10
YEAR

WARRANTY

For the last 50 years, Hog Slat has built the best concrete slats in the business.
Machined processed with stronger, dry-cast mix and steam cured for superior strength.
We back the best slats with the best warranty in the business...10 years.
Get the details at www.hogslat.com or call 800-949-4647.

Sauk Centre
Redwood Falls
36281 US Hwy 71

866-929-1350
Mankato
53908 208th Lane

855-588-8733
Pipestone

www.hogslat.com

810 Industrial Road

877-562-4203

519 Lincoln Road

320-351-9202
Blooming Prairie
633 6th St. SE

866-705-1655
Fairmont
710 Cory Lane

866-461-4448

©2018 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.
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2017 – 2018 Ambassadors
Kenny Strobel (Waseca), Amelia Welter (Olmsted), and
Sierra Williamson (Martin) served as the 2017 – 2018
Minnesota Pork Ambassadors. As their time as
ambassadors comes to a close, we have asked them to
reflect on the experiences and skills they gained during
the year they held this title. From attending leadership
conferences such as the Young Leaders in Agriculture
Conference and the Legislative Action Conference in

Washington, D.C., to engaging in fall and summer industry
tours as well as outreach events such as Oink Outings, the
Minnesota Pork Ambassadors were exposed to a variety of
different opportunities in the pork industry. During these
activities, the ambassadors gained many leadership and
professional skills while also growing and spreading their
knowledge of the industry. At Farmfest 2018, three newly
elected individuals will be announced and begin their time
as Minnesota Pork Ambassadors.

Ambassadors Share Highlights from Their Yearlong Term
KENNY STROBEL – senior at the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
“Being a Minnesota Pork Ambassador
has been great for me this past
year. I’ve met a lot of people in the
industry and appreciate all their
help and guidance along the way. My
favorite highlight was working at the
Minnesota State Fair Oink Booth. It
was great informing consumers exactly where their
pork comes from and how it is raised. I especially loved
answering questions about the farrowing stalls and
informing the public it’s meant to protect the piglets and
the sow herself. I think most of the people around were
pretty shocked that the stall was humane for the sow.
My favorite event I attended was the Washington D.C. trip. It
was a great time to get to know some of the Minnesota Pork
8

staff, along with other farmer leaders. It was a beneficial
trip because not only did I get to see the capital of
the United States, but I also learned a lot about lobbying
to our state’s representatives. It was nice to see
Minnesota Pork represent the issues that farmers had
across Minnesota.
The most impactful thing I’ve learned over my time as
a Pork Ambassador is that educating consumers is a 24/7
job from all farmers across the United States. There is a lot
of information consumers do not know, and they are
misinformed by some organizations that are giving them
false information. It is our job as current and future farmers
to make sure we are trying to educate our family, friends,
and community members on exactly what we do and why
we do it.”

AMELIA WELTER – senior at Kansas State University
“It has truly been a wonderful year
serving as a Minnesota Pork
Ambassador. From the conference
calls to the trip to Washington D.C.,
it has been amazing serving with
my fellow ambassadors. Whenever
we had an event planned, I knew
I was in for a good time. One of my favorite activities
from the year was the winter industry tour we took in
January. As a group, we had three full days filled with
everything pork. We got to tour a sow farm, talk with
industry professionals, learn about the importance of
social media and how to use it, and just spend some
time with others who are passionate about pork.
Every day we were learning about something new or
taking a deeper look at something familiar. That trip
really strengthened my knowledge on many different
aspects of pig production. Overall, the industry tour
was extremely educational and a ton of fun!
Over the past year, I feel like I have learned so much about
the pork industry, but the most impactful thing I learned
was about exporting our product. I was always aware that
the United States was exporting pork, but I never really

understood how much or how important that
market was. During our trip in Washington D.C.,
we spent a lot of time talking to our state
representatives and senators about the importance
of trade for pig farmers.
As a young individual looking to enter the agriculture
industry when I finish my college degree, it is vital that
I am constantly learning from those who are experts.
Serving as a Minnesota Pork Ambassador has really
given me the opportunity to do just that. All the events
we attended were so informative, and we got to meet
such great individuals who truly were experts in their
fields. I will be graduating with a degree in food science
in the next year and a half, and through this past year
I have realized that pork and meat are my passions. I want
to be an expert in the meat industry, and that all begins
with learning from those around me that are a part of that.
Every activity I have participated in this past year has
allowed me to ask questions about pig production or
export markets or what consumers are looking for in a
pork chop, all of which are areas that affect the meat
industry and will be very useful in my future.”

SIERRA WILLIAMSON – sophomore at the University of
Minnesota – Twin Cities

“The highlight of serving as a
Minnesota Pork Ambassador was
getting the opportunity to meet
many impressive individuals who are
so passionate about agriculture and
specifically pork production. Being
raised in Martin County, or Bacon Capital USA, I always
knew that pork production played a vital role in our local
economy; however, this opportunity has allowed me to
see the impact pork production has at a national level.
The efforts being made to increase efficiency and
sustainability within the barns and processes
demonstrates the progressive efforts being made to
create a sustainable process that will contribute to
feeding the world.
My favorite event during my time as a Minnesota Pork
Ambassador was the opportunity to take industry tours
throughout the state of Minnesota. During the industry
tours, our team discussed effective communication
practices when talking about pork production to
the public. We also visited pig barns, learned about
Christensen Farms’ business model, and discussed ideas
on how to continue to promote the pork industry.

The most impactful lesson I learned as a Pork Ambassador
is how important it is to have a passion for your career.
I saw firsthand the effort and time that goes into all
aspects of pig farming, especially the ethical practices
that take place in the industry. Farmers do this because
they truly care about the quality of the food they are
delivering to the food system. Pork producers also care
about consumer opinions, and that is demonstrated in
their farms and processes.
I saw how adaptable the pork industry is to change.
I believe this versatility and flexibility allows pork
production to be what it is today. As a young
agriculturalist, I will take this characteristic with me
wherever I go because I saw the effectiveness within
the pork industry. Farmers demonstrate the opportunities
that open up when they keep an open mind and are able
to make changes in their operation. These changes
include adapting their operations to social movements,
sustainability betterments, and efficiency alterations
to make pork a safe, nutritious, and economic option
for consumers.”
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2018 Minnesota Pork Board
Scholarship Winners
Every year, the Minnesota Pork Board awards five $1,000 scholarships to students pursuing further education
related to the pork industry. Applicants must be currently enrolled in college or attending college in the fall,
and all of the following must be received in order to be considered: a completed scholarship application,
two letters of recommendation, an essay on a current or future pork industry challenge and the applicant’s
proposed solution, and a professional resume.

DONAVAN PHOENIX — HAYFIELD, DODGE COUNTY

Donavan Phoenix will be a junior at Southwest Minnesota State University this fall studying agricultural
education. His experience working with pigs began when he was in seventh grade and would help out
on his friend’s family farm. From there, he began to take on more extensive roles, and eventually had
the opportunity to manage a finishing barn himself. After graduation, he hopes to teach high school
agriculture while also running a small pig finishing operation. Phoenix believes that it is our duty as
agriculturalists to reach out to the public to provide transparency about the industry through educated
facts and information. He hopes to help grow the next generation and expand their knowledge through
agricultural and leadership organizations focused on the pork industry and agriculture as a whole by
connecting producers with younger generations.

JOSHUA HOMANN — PIPESTONE, PIPESTONE COUNTY

Joshua Homann is a junior studying agriculture systems technology with minors in animal science and
agriculture business at South Dakota State University. Homann grew up showing pigs, and he looks
forward to continuing that passion after graduation. Along with raising show pigs, he hopes to own and
operate finishing pig barns. After serving on meat judging teams in FFA and at SDSU, Homann picked
up a new passion for the meat industry. Homann is particularly interested in consumer’s pork eating
experiences. With the new USDA recommended internal temperature of 145 degrees, he believes the pork
industry could invest in a new grading program similar to that of the beef industry, so that consumers
can more easily recognize pork quality, which will in-turn enhance and improve the consumer’s eating
experience and boost sales.

BETH STEVERMER — EASTON, FARIBAULT COUNTY

Beth Stevermer will be continuing her education at Iowa State University this fall pursuing a degree
in food science. Stevermer grew up on a farrow-to-finish farm, and over her lifetime, has spent time
participating in consumer outreach events promoting pork and pig farming to consumers. With her
degree, she hopes to develop food products that will help connect the farmer and the consumer, while
also learning new techniques and flavors that pair well with pork products. She recognizes that one of the
pork industry’s biggest challenges is connecting producers with consumers to show them how and where
their food is grown. She is confident her agricultural background and interest in food science will aid in
showing the common interests and values that both consumers and producers possess.

MADELYN REGIER — MOUNTAIN LAKE, COTTONWOOD COUNTY

Madelyn Regier will be a senior at South Dakota State University starting this fall. Her major area of
study lies in agricultural education with a minor in animal science. She has deep roots in agriculture after
growing up on a corn, soybean, and pig farm, which instilled a dedication to farming and agriculture,
leading her to become a successful advocate for the industry. Through her diverse set of experiences,
Regier has discovered one of the biggest issues we are facing worldwide is food distribution – not just on
the other side of the globe, but in our own communities. She believes it is not just the farmers who must
advocate or raise awareness – it’s everyone. Outreach within communities is something she will strive to
push in her everyday life.

EMELIA MELSON — TRIMONT, MARTIN COUNTY

Emelia will be starting her collegiate career studying animal science at the University of Minnesota this
fall. In the future, she hopes to receive her Doctorate in Swine Nutrition in order to more effectively and
efficiently raise a pork product that consumers support and are excited to eat. After volunteering at the
Oink Booth at the Minnesota State Fair a few years ago, Melson realized the importance of listening to
consumers and their concerns with the industry’s products and answering their questions with complete
transparency. Agriculture and the pork industry are dynamic and constantly evolving alongside society,
and she understands that in order for consumers to trust farmers and the industry as a whole, we must
address their questions and listen to their concerns.
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TRI Fe CTA
Iron

Optimizes Average Daily Weight Gain
Prevents Iron Deficiency Anemia
Meets Both Veterinary and Human Drug Standards
Not only that, but according to a peer-reviewed article recently published in the
Journal of Swine Health and Production1, Uniferon is the only injectable product
®

for use in baby pigs that showed undetectable levels of arsenic and lead.
Get the purest form of iron. Get the trifecta. Get Uniferon .
®

1

Radke, S.L., Olsen, C.W., Ensley, S.M., (2018) Elemental impurities in injectable iron products for swine. The Journal of Swine Health and Production, 26(3).

All iron is not created equal.
Learn more about the study at purepigiron.com.

Uniferon 200 is a trademark of Pharmacosmos A/S. | © 2018 Pharmacosmos A/S

TM-046-00
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Consumer Trends and Trade
Dominated Discussions at the
World Meat Congress 2018

In late May and early June, leaders and stakeholders
associated with pork and the rest of the red meat and
livestock sectors from around the world gathered in Dallas,
Texas, for the 2018 World Meat Congress. The United States
welcomed back the biennial event after more than a
20-year gap. With more than 700 attendees from over
40 countries spanning the globe, the international leaders
had a busy few days discussing major issues and trends
affecting the industry today.
The 2-day event began with a message from the United
States Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue, presenting
on the topics of feeding a growing population and trade
initiatives. In his keynote address, Secretary Perdue
commended farmers and expressed how “noble”
feeding the world is.
With recent trade disputes and heightening competition,
Secretary Perdue noted, “Canada, the U.S., Mexico and
other nations will compete, as we should, but hopefully
we can do that in a wholesome and healthy fashion.
Competition is good because it drives all of us to be
better, and we want to be better for mankind.”
With the overall theme of the meeting centered on trade,
consumer trends, and new technologies in the industry,
this message promised for a thought-provoking few
days ahead.

The panel consisted of people representing China, ROBO
Bank, Russia, and a USA economist and trading consultant.
During the discussion, country representatives spoke about
country trends and the effect recent trade disputes will
have on their markets.
• China’s consumption of pork will remain high with
higher quality pork cuts and ready-to-eat meals as
developing trends in the country,
• In Mexico, pork has seen large growth with more
people learning creative ways to use the meat.
However, with the new tariffs set in place, Mexican
pork consumption will likely reverse, and
• In the future, Russia may be more of a U.S.
pork competitor than customer.
International Meat Secretariat (IMS) Secretary General
Hsin Huang stated at the conclusion of the event, “We are
coming from different production systems and different
animal species, but we all are facing similar challenges. So
this meeting was a great opportunity to come together to
network and to address these challenges.”
Together with speakers and networking opportunities,
attendees gained invaluable insights which will
encourage the development of new strategies to
enhance pork production and international markets.

The Center for Food Integrity presented during the
conference with a panel titled, “Society Norms and
Implications for the Industry”. Their research suggested
that sharing values are 3-5x more successful and influential
in building consumer trust than sharing facts or technical
skills. In other words, our society will be more receptive
to understanding the industry if we share our feelings and
beliefs instead of proving our knowledge about the topic.
CFI honed in on what we need to stop doing - persuading,
correcting, and educating – and focused on what we need
to start doing – listen, ask, and share.
A panel discussion on “World of Change – Factors
Affecting Red Meat Trade” formed many key takeaways
for attendees interested in pork trends across the globe.
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Minnesota Pork Board member, Galen Johnson, attended the event
along with other Minnesota representatives including Karen Richter,
Glenn Stolt, Randy Spronk, and Pat FitzSimmons along with the
National Pork Board and International Marketing Committee.

Threats adapt.
So should your protection.
Porcine circovirus Type 2 (PCV2) changes
rapidly. Be sure your pigs are protected
with Fostera® Gold PCV MH, the only vaccine
that contains two PCV2 genotypes as well
as long-lasting Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae
coverage. All to help keep your pigs safe from
lurking threats. Get the broadest antigenic
and longest-lasting PCV2 coverage available
with Fostera Gold PCV MH.
ThreatsAdapt.com

All trademarks are the property of Zoetis Services LLC or a related company or a licensor unless otherwise noted.
© 2018 Zoetis Services LLC. All rights reserved. FSTRA-00129
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR THE

2018
EXECUTIVE
BOARD

2018 Minnesota
State Fair

President
Reuben Bode
Courtland

Vice President
JoDee Haala
Sleepy Eye

Secretary
Myrna Welter

WHEN: AUGUST 23 – SEPTEMBER 3

Stewartville

Over one million people visit the Minnesota State Fair each year. This allows
Minnesota pig farmers the unique opportunity to share their stories of pig
farming amongst a diverse set of people meandering from booth to booth.

Dr. Sam Baidoo
Waseca

Chris Compart
Nicollet

Minnesota Pork is looking for volunteers willing to engage with fair-goers and
start informative conversations about pig farming in the Oink Booth, Promotion
Booth, and the Mobile Marketing Weekend.

Meg Freking
Jackson

Dan Helvig

Volunteers will receive free admission into the State Fair, and a t-shirt will be
provided to wear while working at one of the three booths. Please consider
taking advantage of this opportunity to share your agriculture story with
thousands of curious consumers of all ages at the 2018 Minnesota State Fair.

Truman

Brad Hennen
Ghent

Galen Johnson
Dodge Center

Farmers and industry partners can register to volunteer online at
http://www.mnpork.com/farmer-resources/statefairvolunteersignup/ or
contact Colleen Carey at the Minnesota Pork Board office at (507) 345-8814
or colleen@mnpork.com.

Rusty Kluver
Northfield

Wanda Patsche
Welcome

Brian Schwartz
Sleepy Eye

National Pork Board
Pat FitzSimmons
Dassel

Minnesota Pork Board

151 St. Andrews Court, Suite 810
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 345-8814
(800) 537-7675
mnpork@mnpork.com
www.mnpork.com

Staff

David Preisler
Chief Executive Officer
Jill Resler
Chief Operating Officer
Pam Voelkel
Director of Events and Promotions
Vicki Kopishcke
Accounting/HR Generalist
Colleen Carey
Administrative Assistant
Lauren Servick
Director of Marketing and
Public Policy Engagement
Katelyn Gradert
Director of Communications
John Altendorf
Intern
Kirsten Anderson
Intern
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Save the Date:

Minnesota Pork
Congress 2019

Date: Tuesday and Wednesday February 5-6, 2019
Taste of Elegance: Monday, February 4, 2019
Trade Show Location: Minneapolis Convention Center,
Minneapolis, MN
Hotel reservations can be made by contacting one of the two
hotels listed below or visit www.MNPorkCongress.com/hotels/.

Hotels:
Downtown Minneapolis Hilton
Room Rate: $114
Phone: (612) 376-1000

Millennium Hotel
Room Rate: $110
Phone: (612) 332-6000

These special room rates will only be available as part of the
Minnesota Pork Congress block until January 4, 2019.

TWO WORDS:
1. GAME 2. CHANGER
INTRODUCING ACCUGAP

You didn’t get into this business to make an ordinary product.
Why settle for ordinary technology? For the perfect grind time
after time, turn to revolutionary AccuGap, exclusively from
RMS. It automatically adjusts and resets rolls for the ultimate in
precision. What other mill can say that?

WATCH THE VIDEO AT RMSROLLER-GRINDER.COM

rmsroller-grinder.com // contact sales@rmsroller-grinder.com
855-819-6103 // 605-368-9007

RMS053-MNPorkProducers Future2 HalfPage
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Act NOW!
• NEW Offsite
Temperature Viewing
• Professional Monitoring
• 24 hour Customer Service
• Environmental Sensors:
Temperature, Power, Water,
Fire, Unauthorized Entry
• Cellular Communication
• Wireless Systems
• Camera Systems
• Door Control Systems

Plan ahead.
Time to treat pits
and lagoons to reduce
solids, odor, crusting
and flies in the
coming months.

Odor & Manure Management Solutions

Join Pork Social at
www.facebook.com/MinnesotaPork

To learn more, visit PitCharger.com or call 888-231-1002.

MAXIMUM SECURITY

The latest filtration and ventilation technology
combined with advanced building design delivers
superior protection from airborne pathogens.

HIGH EFFICIENCY FILTRATION
Camfil® Pathogen Barrier filters provide proven
performance against airborne viruses.

OPTIMAL COMFORT

Keep the barn at optimal temperature and limit
heat stress with AP evaporative cooling.

TAKE CONTROL

Remote connectivity and multi-location control
with EDGE®

AUTOMATEDPRODUCTION.COM
Copyright © 2018 AGCO Corporation •AP is a part of GSI, a worldwide brand of AGCO

