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Public Relations Training Starts New Conversation
By Paige Hildebrandt
In June, the Minnesota Pork Board and
staff hosted a public relations training for
individuals interested in advocating for
pig farming and volunteering at events to
better communicate with consumers while
having conversations and answering
tough questions.
Daryl Timmerman, a Minnesota Pork
Producers Association board member
and industry advocate attended the
training session.
“Minnesota Pork’s PR trainings are a great
refresher for anyone in the pig farming
community. Whether you have years of
experience advocating for Minnesota’s
pig farmers or if you’re new to telling our
story, trainings like this give you some
great insights,” Timmerman said. “The
added bonus was seeing all the young,
fresh faces. The future of our industry
remains bright with impressive talent
across the next generation of leaders.”

Oink Outings campaign has been around
for seven years and the Promotion and

Instead of taking the reactive, defensive
approach, staff encourages pork advocates

“Minnesota Pork’s PR trainings are a great refresher for anyone
in the pig farming community. Whether you have years of
experience advocating for Minnesota’s pig farmers or if you’re new
to telling our story, trainings like this give you some great insights,”
Timmerman said.
Image committee decided to be more
direct with consumers about their
questions and concerns about pork and
pig farming.

to be comfortable discussing the hard
topics in the industry including antibiotics,
hormones, and housing or confinement.
continued on page 2

Amber Portner of Christenson Farms
and Minnesota Pork Board intern,
Paige Hildebrandt, practice having tough
conversations about pig farming during the
Public Relations training session.

Oink Outings events provide consumers
the opportunity to ask farmers questions
about pigs, pig farming and pork. The
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JUNE 19-21

Young Leaders in
Agriculture Conference
Brandon, SD

JUNE 27

Oink Outing
Excelsior Farmer’s Market
3 – 7 p.m.

JUNE 28

PQA Plus– Mankato
PQA Plus ONLY 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

With more than 25 individuals present,
staff discussed the importance of being
passionate, confident, and empowered
when sharing their pig farming story with
consumers while explaining the reasons
behind the practices used on farms.

understanding and reinforce connection.”
Being personable and real with the
consumer, connecting on shared values,
and taking an offensive approach to the
conversation will lead to impactful and
comfortable conversations with consumers.

Director of education, Jill Resler,
encouraged pork advocates to remember
three simple steps when engaging with
consumers in person or online: Listen,
Ask, and Share.

Remember – Listen, Ask, Share – when
engaging with consumers.

Step one, listen. Resler encouraged
participants to “actively listen, without
judgement, for agreement and points
of connection to understand how a
consumer’s concern is tied to their
underlying values.” Respect between
the consumer and farmer will be built
when understanding is proven and the
consumer’s opinion is not discredited.

Minnesota Pork Board Office
151 St. Andrews Ct, Suite 810
Mankato, MN 56001
Pre-register: colleen@mnpork.com
or 1-800-537-7675

JULY 1

Oink Outing
Sillwater Farmer’s Market
7:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Step two, ask, was explained as, “ask
questions to invite dialogue and clarify
consumer perspective.” These follow-up
questions are essential for understanding
exactly what the consumer is curious or
has concerns about. They also help pork
advocates feel out the knowledge and
interest of the consumer. An example of
a clarifying question could be, “I want to
learn more about why you think that…”.

JULY 9

Oink Outing
St. Paul Farmer’s Market
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

JULY 12

Oink Outing
Eagan Marketfest
4 – 8 p.m.

JULY 15

Oink Outing
St. Paul Saints
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

The last step, share, is described as,
“share your values-based perspective and
provide relevant information to foster

JULY 16

Oink Outing
St. Paul Saints
3:30 – 5 p.m.

After receiving tips and information
about how to engage people in tougher
conversations, attendees were able to
put themselves to the test. Each person
was assigned questions, which were
specifically related to the topics that
they found challenging to discuss, and
roleplayed through the situation to gain
some experience fielding those questions
and others that might come up during
consumer conversations while receiving
constructive feedback from the group.
Lastly to wrap up the day, Lauren Servick,
director of communications, talked about
the impact and opportunity of social media
and the importance of sharing the farmer’s
story of pig farming on these platforms.
Whether one chooses Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Snapchat or YouTube, it is an
opportunity to open the doors of pig barns
through these interactive platforms.
If you are interested in volunteering for an
Oink Outing or participating in a public
relations training, please contact Pam
Voelkel at pam@mnpork.com.

The public relations training allowed veteran and novice pork advocates alike
to develop and hone their ability to communicate with people who have tough
questions about pig farming and pork.

JULY 19

PAQ & TQA Training – Marshall
PQA Plus – 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
TQA 1 – 4 p.m.
AmericInn
1406 East Lyon Street
Marshall, MN 56258
Pre-register: colleen@mnpork.com
or 1-800-537-7675

JULY 19

Oink Outing
Land O’Lakes, Shoreview
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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Pressure Washers

Clean up your act!

Maintaining Digestive Balance
Shouldn’t Be

THIS
HARD

Our High Pressure washers
make any tough clean up job
easy. Stop in and see one
today. ETL listed models.

SKARPOHL
PRESSURE SYSTEMS

Stud

114W RUBY • MANKATO, MN 56001

a video
trailer
agricu
about

507-625-2844 • 800-743-6310

A Distributor of

NICOLLET COUNTY PORK PRODUCERS
Maintaining stability before and after farrowing can be a challenge for
®

your sows. Feeding Levucell SB helps support a balanced digestive system
naturally, especially during times of stress. Levucell SB is a unique, naturally
occurring active dry yeast that has shown to help support the natural microflora
in the large and small intestine. This helps maintain optimal nutritional status,
which can positively impact microbial balance in the gut.
Contact your Lallemand Animal Nutrition representative and help your sows
keep a balanced digestive system with Levucell SB.

Shoot
out
SPORTING CLAYS
River Ridge Gun Club
Courtland, MN

JULY 19, 2017

If bad weather it will be Thursday, July 20, 2017.

1:30 p.m. Check-in
2:00 p.m. Shotgun Start

$50 PER PERSON

Includes: 100 sporting clays, 100 shells (12 and 20 gauge)
Pork Dinner and Awards following shooting completed

Additional evening meals $10
Not all products are available in all markets nor are all claims allowed in all regions.
©2017. Levucell is a registered trademark of Lallemand Animal Nutrition.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
Tel: +01152 833 1558096
Correo electrónico: bramirez@lallemand.com

Pre-register by
July 12 - call or email
Kyle Compart
507-676-1237
kdcompart@gmail.com
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2017 Rese
The Minnesota Pork Board research
committee is responsible for setting
research priorities each year and then
selecting projects to fund based on those
priorities. Projects are evaluated based
on the relevancy to the Minnesota pork
industry and the length of time before
the result of a project can be utilized by
pork producers.

2017 RESEARCH PRIORITIES
1. Animal health
a. Development of saliva testing
surveillance tools at packing plants
to monitor emerging disease
b. Prevention strategies for
Streptococcus suis and/or
Haemophilus parasuis in the nursery
c. Development of alternatives to
antibiotic use with emphasis on
nursery and newly weaned pigs
d. Applied strategies to reduce or
manage fall back pigs
2. Animal Nutrition
a. Development and evaluation of
nursery diets without animal proteins
b. Maximizing synthetic amino-acids in
finishing diets without giving
up performance
c. Basic and applied understanding of
the nutrition requirements of pigs
with known Porcine Reproductive
& Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS)
and Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea virus
(PEDv) challenges
3. Animal Welfare
a. Quantifying transport risk of heavy
market weight pigs
b. Quantifying needed barn
space/feeders and other issues
involved with heavy market
weight pigs
c. Pain control/mitigation
This year, the research committee chose
to fund two projects.

MAXIMIZING SYNTHETIC AMINO
ACIDS IN GROWING-FINISHING
DIETS WITHOUT GIVING
UP PERFORMANCE
Principal investigator: Dr. Samuel Baidoo,
associate professor, University of Minnesota
To investigate the effect of a reduction
of up to four percentage units of dietary
crude protein in growing-finishing
phase by adding commercially available
feed-grade synthetic amino acids (lys,
Met, Thr, Trp, and Val) on growth
performance, carcass characteristics,
water consumption and economic profits.
Benefits of Research to Industry
Information from this research will be
useful for reduction of waste output and
water usage from the swine industry and
a gain of economic profits by replacing
soybean meal with commercially available,
feed-grade synthetic amino acids.

EVALUATION OF ORAL
FLUIDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SAMPLES FOR MONITORING
SENECAVIRUS A IN FINISHING
PIGS, TRANSPORT VEHICLE
AND PACKING PLANTS.
Principal Investigator: Dr. Fabio Vannucci,
assistant professor, University of Minnesota
An emerging vesicular disease caused
by a picornavirus, Senecavirus A (SVA),
is clinically indistinguishable from
foreign animal disease (FAD) such as
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD). Since,
1988, SVA has been sporadically identified
in asymptomatic and clinically-affected
pigs. But since July 2015, SVA outbreaks
in the United States have been reported
in large production systems affecting more
than 150 herds so far. The major economic
impacts include but are not limited to:
temporary closure of pork processing
plants until the diagnosis of FAD have
been ruled out, reallocation of resources
for diagnostic investigation of FMD and
other vesicular disease, and sporadic
mortality of neonatal pigs.

Foreign animal disease investigation
from animals showing vesicular lesion
in packing plants have been the most
common scenario observed in SVA
infections. The frequency of these
investigations has been intensified
especially in late summer and early
fall of 2016. Little is known about the
epidemiology of SVA regarding source
of infection and potential reservoirs.
The overall project objective of the projects
is to determine the feasibility of oral fluid
surveillance for the Senecavirus A in
finishing sites, truck and abattoirs. Oral
fluid specimens offer specific advantages
for surveillance of livestock populations
because: they are easily collected by
a single person, they can be collected
without stress or risk to pigs or people,
and at the population level, they provide a
higher probability of detection than serum.
Benefits of Research to the Industry
This project looks to evaluate the most
effective method for sampling oral fluids
at the slaughter plant. The objectives
are important to better understand the
epidemiology of Senecasvrius A, a virus
that often manifests during inspection
at packing plants. Understanding the
transmission of this disease and any
associations to transportation or links to
sites or packing plants know to have a viral
RNA in the environmental will allow for
informed prevention recommendations.
This proposal will also provide the
U.S. swine industry with the necessary
epidemiological data to support science
based management and veterinary
decision which will reduce incidents and
prevent the spread of emerging disease,
such as SVA. Currently, there are no
published surveillance methods using
oral fluid or environmental samples in
packing plants for endemic or emerging
since diseases in the U.S. This research
will identify potential risk factors for
disease transmission, particularly in
grow-finish environments, which
will allow for implementation of risk
managements strategies.
All research findings will be available
following the completion of the projects.
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Advancing the Science
of Animal Nutrition
and Health Worldwide
JBSUnited.com

Getting the most
out of every dose.
We utilize industry leading PIC® genetics to improve
profitable traits such as rate of gain, feed efficiency
and pigs per sow per year.

State of the art swine boar stud and semen processing laboratory.
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Pork Chop Open
Thursday, July, 13, 2017
North Valley Golf Course
Lakefield, MN
• Tee times beginning at 7 a.m.
(Every quarter hour)

• 4–person best ball
• $240 registration fee

Includes lunch, dinner, green fees,
goodie bag, cart rental and refreshments

• 1 p.m. Grilling Extravaganza
Enjoy free samples

Lunch: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Pork Chop Dinner: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sleepy Eye, MN • Rushmore, MN • Plankinton, SD
Contact Jan at 507.995.7906

Tickets available for the Pork Chop Dinner $10

For event information
and registration, call
Dorothy Ulbricht
at 507-662-6224 or
dorothy@extendedag.com
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MINNESOTA PORK WELCOMES
2017 SUMMER INTERNS
By Maria Weber
Summer interns, Paige Hildebrandt and
Maria Weber, have joined Minnesota
Pork. Throughout the summer, Paige and
Maria will be working on various projects
and events for the Minnesota Pork Board
including Oink Outings, Young Leaders
in Agriculture Conference, Farmfest and
more. Both interns grew up on a farm and
have been actively involved in agriculture.

Paige Hildebrandt

Hildebrandt will
be a junior at
the University of
Minnesota – Twin
Cities where she is
pursuing a degree
in agricultural
communications
and marketing.
She grew up on
a farm in Waseca,

Minnesota where she and her family grow
corn and soybeans and finish pigs for
Wakefield Pork.

backgrounds can come and learn about
agriculture while developing their
leadership skills.

Alongside her involvement with her family
farm, it was her leadership experiences
with 4-H and FFA that developed her
passion for agriculture.

One of the goals of the camp is to combat
the growing gap between agriculture
and today’s society by spearheading an
opportunity for youth to see the wide
scope of agriculture and experience it
hands-on at the camp.

“My interest in pursuing a career in
agriculture was first sparked as a freshman
in high school when I competed in the
Creed Speaking contest for FFA,” said
Hildebrandt. “I do believe that the future
is agriculture and that our work, although
it may be hard, tiresome, and sometimes
unforgiving in the consumer’s eye, is
honorable and important.”
One of Hildebrandt’s long-term goals is to
eventually own and run an agriculturally
based, youth leadership camp where
students from non-agriculture

“I want to show young adults that
agriculture is a career path that they can
pursue,” Hildebrandt said.
As a Minnesota Pork intern, Paige
is looking forward to meeting pork
producers from around the state and
hearing about their unique and
valuable stories.
She is also excited to represent these
farmers throughout the summer at
various outings.

Wiechman
Pig Co.
“The agriculture industry, and specifically the pork industry, is a
close-knit community and I am appreciative of the support and
encouragement that this industry has given me,” Hildebrandt said.

Maria Weber

This fall, Weber will be a senior at South
Dakota State University (SDSU) and
will continue pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in agriculture communications
with minors in marketing and animal
science. Weber is originally from Lake
Benton, Minnesota where she grew up
on a cow/calf operation. Her family’s
cattle operation, JT Weber Family Cattle
Company, owns about 150 Angus,
Simmental, and Commercial cows.

Growing up, Weber was actively
involved in 4-H and FFA where she showed beef cattle at the
regional, state, and national level. Alongside showing, it was at a
young age Weber started competing in livestock judging contests.
The combination of these events and her involvement with
her family’s cattle operation developed Maria’s interest for the
agriculture industry which then turned into a passion.
“At a young age, I quickly realized how unique the agriculture
community is and knew it was something I wanted to stay apart
of,” Weber said.
At SDSU, Maria is a member of the 2017 Livestock Judging Team
and involved with Sigma Alpha Professional Agriculture Sorority,
Block and Bridle, and Little International.

A National leader in the marketing of
lightweight butchers, sows and boars.
to over 50 meatpackers weekly. Clean and
trailers are available for on farm pickup.
Before you sell your pigs for less, call us
and get a competitive and fair bid on all
grades and weights of pigs and sows. We
are located between Fairmont and Truman,
MN on Highway 15.
Doug Payne - Manager

866-521-3383
507-776-5235

Follow us on:
facebook.com/MinnesotaPork
twitter.com/MinnesotaPork

In order to best combine her knowledge and skillset, Weber knew
agriculture communications was a career she wanted to pursue.
“With this degree, I plan to work in marketing within the
livestock industry. Ideally, I would like to gain as much experience
and exposure to the livestock industry as possible in order to
meet my full potential as a marketer, and then someday, end up
close to home to stay involved with our family cattle business,”
Weber explained.
As a Minnesota Pork intern, Weber is excited for the opportunity
to expand her current knowledge about Minnesota’s role in the
pork industry by talking with current pig farmers and other
industry professionals. With that, she is interested to learn on a
more personal level what questions consumers have about swine
production and practices.
Both interns have set personal goals for the summer and will have
multiple opportunities to speak with consumers about the pork
industry. Minnesota Pork is excited to have Maria and Paige help
advocate for the pork industry and agriculture as a whole.

• NEW Offsite
Temperature Viewing
• Professional Monitoring
• 24 hour Customer Service
• Environmental Sensors:
Temperature, Power, Water,
Fire, Unauthorized Entry
• Cellular Communication
• Wireless Systems
• Camera Systems
• Door Control Systems
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2017 Pork Lenders Meeting Set for July 18
The Pork Lenders Meeting is an event designed specifically for financial lenders who have pork producers as clients. The
Minnesota Pork Board presents this meeting for lenders to gain valuable and up-to-date information related financial, market,
export, risk management and legislative issues affecting the pork industry.
“Lenders play an important role in the long term success of the Minnesota pork industry,” says Jill Resler, director of education at
Minnesota Pork. “ This meeting provides an opportunity for the lending community to remain current on the opportunities and
challenges facing the pork industry so they can better assist clients with their business planning and risk management needs. “
The Pork Lenders Meeting will be July 18 at the Country Inn & Suites, 1900 Premiere Drive, Mankato, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The cost is $20 per attendee and includes lunch, breaks and session materials.
The preregistration deadline is July 12.
Registration can be found at http://www.mnpork.com/pork-lenders-meeting/
9:30 a.m.

Registration Begins

Noon

Lunch

10:00 a.m.

Welcome
Minnesota Pork Board

1:00 p.m.

10:10 a.m.

Secure Pork Supply: A Plan for Responding to
a Foreign Animal Disease
Dr. Dave Wright, Wright Veterinary Services
Dr. Dave Wright, a veterinarian from Buffalo,
Minnesota will discuss how Minnesota is preparing
for the possibility of a foreign animal disease
(FAD) by implementing the Secure Pork Supply,
a plan for continuity of business and recovery for
pork producers in the case of a foreign animal
disease outbreak. He will identify the major foreign
animal diseases of concern, discuss the risks and
implications of a FAD entering the United States,
present an overview of the Secure Pork Supply and
explain the advantages of preparing in advance for
a FAD outbreak.

Important Producer Contracts
(e.g., grower agreements, packer agreements,
manure easements)
Gislason & Hunter LLP

2:00 p.m.

Economic Update
Joe Kerns, Kerns and Associates
Kerns will explore what current economic
conditions mean for pork producers and give his
view on national and global factors influencing
pork demand, feed costs and trade.

3:00 p.m.

Close – Safe travels

11:00 a.m.
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External Forces that Impact the Pork Industry
Dallas Hockman, National Pork
Producers Council
There is no shortage of external factors that have
the potential to impact the pork industry on a
day-in and day-out basis. Dallas Hockmans, vice
president of industry relations for the National
Pork Producers Council, will discuss topics
that range from regulation to retail and food
service trends.

2017 SUMMER OUTREACH EVENTS
ST. PAUL SAINTS

Minnesota Pork Board has partnered with the American professional baseball team,
St. Paul Saints, for the 2017 season. The goal is to connect Saints fans with Minnesota
pork and pig farmers and the Saints present a unique opportunity to reach an audience
different from the typical sports fan. The St. Paul Saints are known for their family
friendly atmosphere while providing a venue to showcase Minnesota foods and baseball.
Throughout this partnership, there will be between-inning promotions at 13 home games along with video board promotions of
Minnesota Pork Board’s #PorkPlease videos, public announcement recognition, and pork coupon distribution for a lucky “Row
of the Game.” Saints fans will also have the opportunity to enjoy pork samples and conversations with Minnesota pig farmers on
July 15 and 16 when Minnesota Pork hosts its Oink Outing at the entrance to CHS Field for the Saint’s weekend series against the
Fargo-Moorhead Redhawks.
“Partnering with the St. Paul Saints is a great way to reach urban and suburban customers,” Lauren Servick, director of
communications said. “The atmosphere at CHS Field is great and Saints fans have a great opportunity to enjoy pork samples
and talk with Minnesota pig farmers.”

MINNESOTA TWINS

The Minnesota Pork Board’s Promotion and Image committee decided to go in a different direction for
the Minnesota Twins partnership for 2017 by become presenting sponsors for the three Wine, Women
and Baseball games throughout the summer.
Wine, Women and Baseball events host more than 400 women at the Lowe’s Hotel across from Target
field prior to game time. Attendees get to enjoy pork appetizers for the evening while learning more
about pork.
“Farmers are at the event to talk about cooking pork and proper cooking techniques to improve the
women’s eating experience,” said Pam Voelkel, events and promotions director.

MINNESOTA STATE FAIR

Each year, the Minnesota Pork Board goes beyond the Oink and Promotions Booths to host a special Minnesota Pork Mobile
Marketing weekend during the Minnesota State Fair. On September 1,2, and 3, Minnesota Pork will be located on the east end
of the Lee & Rose Warner Coliseum to holding an all-day Oink Outing and Mobile Marketing event.
During the three day event, fairgoers can talk with Minnesota pig farmer volunteers while enjoying pork samples, a social media
photo booth, and trivia and games.
With the help of the National Pork Board’s Pork Be Inspired grilling trailer, volunteers helped handout more than 1,200 pounds
of grill pork loin in 2016. More than 600,000 people attended the 2016 Minnesota State Fair during the Mobile Marketing
weekend and the Minnesota Pork Board looks forward to another successful fair.
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LOCAL
STORES

LOCAL
SERVICE

Redwood Falls
36281 US Hwy 71

866-929-1350

Blooming Prairie

Mankato

633 6th St. SE

866-705-1655

53908 208th Lane

855-588-8733

Fairmont

Pipestone

710 Cory Lane

810 Industrial Road

866-461-4448

877-562-4203

EQUIPMENT DESIGNED
FOR YOUR BOTTOM LINE.
GRADE 55
STRUCTURAL
STEEL
40°

One Simple Idea. Sell the very best equipment for the best possible price.
It’s the reason we developed GrowerSELECT. Call us for your next project.
It’s time to improve your bottom line.

www.hogslat.com • 800-949-4647
©2017 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Compart and his wife Rochelle farm with
his family near Nicollet, Minn. L to R: Chris’
brother Jim, and his wife, Diane; Rochelle and
Chris, Chris’ mother, Bonnie, and brother,
Dean and his wife Kaye Compart.

Meet Minnesota Pork Board Member

Chris Compart

In the coming issues of Pork Checkoff Report, the newly elected Minnesota Pork Board executive board members will share a little
about themselves and their involvement in the pork community.

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF
AND YOUR FARM:

My wife Rochelle and I have two children
and a daughter-in-law, Sara, Dusty and
Natalie. We are involved in my family’s
businesses, Compart’s Boar Store and
Compart Family Farms which are
located near Nicollet, Minn. Compart’s
Boar Store is a crop, purebred breeding
stock provider and commercial swine
production operation. Compart Family
Farms is our family’s branded pork
business, which markets our pork to white
table cloth restaurants and several retail
stores. My role in our family’s business
is to oversee the breeding stock farms as
well as managing the cropping operation.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO
COME BACK TO THE FARM?

I came back because I enjoy working
on the farm with the hogs and crops. It
is rewarding to see a seed or a little pig
grow and mature. Farming teaches you
how to overcome challenges and how to
appreciate your accomplishments.

WHY DID YOU DECIDE
TO RUN FOR A POSITION
ON THE MINNESOTA
PORK BOARD?

I believe that is it important for pork
producers to be actively involved in our
industry and do what they can to continue

to make it successful. We need to make
sure we tell our story and educate people
on hog production and promote the great
products that we produce.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST
LOOKING FORWARD TO
AS A MINNESOTA PORK
BOARD MEMBER?

I am looking forward to networking
with other pork producers and working
together with them to help move our
industry forward. In addition, I look
forward to the opportunity to promote
our pork products and talk to consumers
about our industry.

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS
THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE
FACING TODAY’S PIG
FARMERS IN MINNESOTA?

I feel one of our industry’s greatest
challenges is consumer misperception. Us
as producers, need to educate the public
on how we properly care for our animals
and the science behind our production
practices. Many consumers have lost
the connection to agriculture. Because
of this, it is vital that we continue telling
our story and that the consumers learn
about modern pork production from
pork producers instead of them hearing
from misinformed businesses and special
interest groups.

WHAT OTHER PORK
RELATED ACTIVITIES ARE
YOU INVOLVED IN?

Currently, I serve on the American
Landrace Association Board of Directors.
I am president of the Tri-County Fair
Board, swine superintendent for the
Nicollet County Fair and a past board
member of the Nicollet County
Pork Producers.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE
FARM MEMORY?

One of my favorite memories are the
hog sales that my family offered on our
farm from 1973 to 1998. From a young
age, I enjoyed the social aspect of the sale
and meeting new people. As I became
more involved in the operation, I worked
with customers to help them find the
right breeding stock that would meet the
needs of their specific operation. Many of
these customers became lifelong family
friends. It was not only a social event
for customers but also for our neighbors
as well. Our neighbors would help with
the meals, loading pigs, moving pigs to
the auction barn. It was fun to have the
whole community involved. We started
out by having a sale twice a year; the first
in March and the second in September
and it grew to having 7 sales a year. 1997
we had our best sale and in 1998 we had
one of our worst. Amazing what $8 dollar
hogs can do.
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Granger
Al Moudry
507-772-4475
563-547-2281
Cell: 641-330-6837
© 2015 SECURA Insurancea

Mapleton
David Gartner
507-524-4552
Cell: 507-380-1077
Alberta
Jeff Johnson
320-324-2821
Cell: 320-349-0584

We make sure you can spend time tending their roots.

Austin
Shane Tieskoetter
507-481-8277
Cell: 563-422-0969
Faribault
John Hubly
507-334-7651
Cell: 507-383-4833
Worthington
Matt Schlichte
507-376-5552
Cell: 507-360-6197
Lewisville
Terry Mohwinkel
Cell: 507-435-4033

Stop by and see us at
51420 Hwy 251 Austin, Mn 55912
or contact our Territory Manager,
Lee Grant
Mobile 507-438-9255

Serving Southern Minnesota for the past 30 years
Offices in: Kasson, Wykoff and Pine Island, MN
Steve Johnson and Jeff Stevenson (507) 634.4580

Lange Ag Systems 25th Annual

Minnesota State
Pork Masters Golf Outing

YOUR
INVESTMENT
IS IN GOOD
HANDS
WITH US!

July 24, 2017

• Interlaken Golf Club in Fairmont, MN
• 250 Golfers
• Lunch and dinner at Interlaken Golf Club
• Shotgun starts at 7 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Lange
Specia Ag
li
Hog Sy zes in
ste
Equipm ms &
ent!

Are you expanding, renovating or retrofitting your swine
operation in the future? For over 36 years, Lange Ag Systems
has been providing our customers with the highest level of
service BEFORE, DURING, and AFTER the sale to ensure your
barn projects run smoothly from specification and
design to installation and daily operations.
193 County Road 9 NE | Willmar, MN | 320.231.1470

www.LangeAgSystems.com
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This event recognizes the importance of the
pork industry to Martin County and the state
of Minnesota while raising funds for ag
scholarships and ag awareness.
Pork Masters is for all golfing enthusiasts,
regardless of skill level. There will be games
and prizes featured at every hole.

For golf registration and
information call Curt
at the Fairmont
Chamber office at

507-235-5547

Customized renewable energy solutions

Green Energy Products

our solar makes
more ¢eNTs
Price panel match with SunPower and the industries leading 25 year combined
warranty. Call for details.*

1315 West Central Street, P.O. Box 108 Springfield, MN 56087
✆ 507.723.4885

✉ info@SolarGEP.com

 www.SolarGEP.com
*Some exclusions may apply.

2017
EXECUTIVE
BOARD

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS:
2017 Oink Outings

President:
Reuben Bode
Courtland

Vice President:
JoDee Haala

Minnesota Pork Board’s Oink Outings will
be out and about the Twin Cities metro areas
and surrounding communities this summer at
more than 20 community events and farmer’s
markets. These events are a great opportunity
to talk with consumers as they ask questions
about pigs, pig farming and pork.

Sleepy Eye

Secretary:
Myrna Welter
Stewartville

Sam Baidoo
Waseca

Chris Compart

The Minnesota Pork Board will continue to
donate a pound of ground pork to Second
Harvest Heartland food shelves for every
question asked by consumers to farmer and
industry volunteers. Although most people ask
the first question to donate, the answer usually
sparks more questions creating a conversation
about how farmers care for their pigs in order
to provide healthy pork.

Nicollet

Kevin Estrem
Nerstand

Meg Freking
Jackson

Dan Helvig
Truman

Brad Hennen
Ghent

Brian Johnson

Volunteers are reimbursed mileage to and from the event, a per diem for the day,
parking and admission into events that have an entrance fee.

Walnut Grove

Wanda Patsche
Welcome

If you are interested in volunteering or would like to know more, contact
Pam Voelkel, Minnesota Pork Board Director of Events, at 507-345-8814
or pam@mnpork.com.

Brian Schwartz
Sleepy Eye

National Pork Board
Pat FitzSimmons
Dassel

Minnesota Pork Board

JUNE

27

Excelsior Farmer’s Market

3 – 7 p.m.

JULY

1 Sat.

Stillwater Farmer’s Market

7:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.

9 Sun.

St. Paul Farmer’s Market

8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

151 St. Andrews Court, Suite 810
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 345-8814
(800) 537-7675
mnpork@mnpork.com
www.mnpork.com

Staff

David Preisler
Executive Director
Jill Resler
Education Director
Pam Voelkel
Events Director
Vicki Kopischke
Administrative Assistant
Colleen Carey
Support Staff/Receptionist

AUGUST

Lauren Servick
Communication and Marketing Director

OCTOBER

14

12 Wed.

Eagan MarketFest

4 – 8 p.m.

15 Sat.

Maple Grove Days

10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
(2 shifts available)

15 & 16
Sat. &
Sun.

St. Paul Saints

7/15 5:30 – 7 p.m.,

19 Wed.

Land O’Lakes Grilling
and Oink Outing

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

20 Thurs.

Marketfest (White Bear Lake)

6 – 9 p.m.

22 Sat.

Slice of Shoreview

10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
(3 shifts available)

23 Sun.

Open Streets of Minneapolis

2 – 5 p.m.

25 Tues.

Andover Farmer’s Market

2 – 6 p.m.

5 Sat.

Winona Farmers Market

7:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.

6 Sun.

Open Streets of Minneapolis NE

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
(2 shifts available)

18 Fri.

Volkfest (Victoria)

4:30 – 7:30 p.m.

19 Sat.

Mill City Farmers Market
(Minneapolis)

8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

7 Sat.

Hopkins Farmer’s Market

7:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.

7/16 3:30 – 5 p.m.

PORK RIBLETS
FOR SALE
Blue Earth County Pork Producers
are selling frozen pork riblets
10-pound box of 3-oz. riblets

$45 per box

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE ONLINE

PORK CHECKOFF REPORT
www.mnpork.com
Click on
Farmers Resources

TO ORDER
Call John FitzSimmons at
(507) 524-2331
Blue Earth County
Pork Producers
are available for
event grilling.
For more
information on
grilling services,
call Dave Sanders
at (507) 420-1614.

15

Express Pressure
Washers, Inc.
15880 SE 74th Avenue
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE

507-583-2703
We now sell

Sweepers & Scrubbers!

New & Used Machines
Parts * Accessories * Soap
Repair * On-site Service

Control Odor, Crusting, Flies!
Liquefy Solids!

Open Monday to Friday 8:00 to 5:00
Saturday 8:30 to 12:00 noon

www.expresspressurewashers.com
Join us on Facebook!

Join Pork Social at
www.porkbeinspired.com

“

Good Manure Management 888-231-1002
Includes PitCharger PitCharger.com

