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YOU’RE INVITED to the
2016 Minnesota Pork Board Annual Meeting
Monday, January 16, 2 p.m.

Minneapolis Hilton, Symphony III
Preregister to colleen@mnpork.com
All Minnesota pig farmers who pay into the Pork Checkoff
are stakeholders in the Minnesota Pork Board (MPB) and are
encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting on January 16, 2017
beginning at 2 p.m. at the Minneapolis Hilton, Symphony III
(1001 S. Marquette Ave, Minneapolis).
The MPB Annual Meeting will feature updates on programs,
2016 MPB Pork Checkoff financial information, MPB Executive
Board Elections and Pork Checkoff related resolutions. Resolutions
submitted at the meeting will require a two-thirds majority to be
brought to the floor for discussion and a three-fourths majority
vote for approval.
National Pork Board Chief Executive Officer, Bill Even,
will provide an update on issues that are currently
facing the pork industry and the action steps the
National Pork Board is taking to address those issues.
Even was recently named chief executive officer
of the National Pork Board, based in Des Moines,
Iowa. Even is an agriculture-industry leader with substantial
senior management experience in crop and livestock production.
Bill joined the National Pork Board as its new Chief Executive
Officer on June 6, 2016. “As a fourth-generation farmer, I have
deep, personal knowledge of the challenges facing today’s pork

producers and I am impressed with and completely support the
Pork Checkoff ’s strategic plan that guides and directs its programs,”
said Even. “I look forward to working on behalf of America’s more
than 60,000 pig farmers to build consumer trust, drive sustainable
production and grow consumer demand for pork.”

Lunch and MPPA Meeting

A complimentary luncheon for all meeting participants will be
served from 11:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m. The MPB Annual Meeting will
run from 2–4 p.m.
In addition to the MPB Annual Meeting, The Minnesota Pork
Producers Association (MPPA) will have its annual meeting
from 12:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m. The MPPA is a voluntary membership
association that is funded by investors in the Strategic Investment
Program (SIP) and Pork Partners. The MPPA focuses its work on
legislative and public policy matters.
Only those who are enrolled in
SIP or Pork Partners can vote and
participate in discussions at the
MPPA Annual Meeting.

Preregistration

To help with meal planning, seating
and handouts, preregistration is
requested. To preregister, contact
Colleen Carey at the Minnesota Pork
Board office by calling 1-800-537-7675
or emailing colleen@mnpork.com.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
151 Saint Andrews Court, Suite 810
Mankato, MN 56001
507.345.8814
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MN PORK
CALENDAR
DEC 14

PQA Plus – Mankato
9 a.m. - Noon

Minnesota Pork Board Office
151 Saint Andrews Ct. Ste. 810
Mankato, MN
Preregistration is recommended.
Preregister by e-mail to
colleen@mnpork.com or
phone 1-800-537-7675.

AGENDA & CANDIDATES
Minnesota Pork Board Annual Meeting
Monday, January 16, 2017
2-4 p.m.
Minneapolis Hilton, Symphony III
AGENDA

DEC 14

TQA – Mankato
1 - 4 p.m.

I.

Call to Order
Kevin Estrem
MPB President

II.

Introductions

III.

Review of Annual
Meeting Procedures
Bruce Kleven
MPB Annual Meeting Counsel

Minnesota Pork Board Office
151 Saint Andrews Ct. Ste. 810
Mankato, MN
Preregistration is recommended.
Preregister by e-mail to
colleen@mnpork.com or
phone 1-800-537-7675.

IV.

JAN 16

V.

Taste of Elegance
6:30 p.m.

Minneapolis Hilton
1001 S. Marquette Ave
Minneapolis, MN
Invite only event.

Minneapolis Hilton
1001 S. Marquette Ave
Minneapolis, MN

JAN 16

MPB Annual Meeting & Report
Symphony III
2 - 4 p.m.
Minneapolis Hilton
1001 S. Marquette Ave
Minneapolis, MN

JAN 17

Pork Congress
9 a.m - 5 p.m.

Minneapolis Convention Center
1301 Second Ave S,
Minneapolis, MN

JAN 18

Pork Congress
9 a.m - 1:30 p.m.

Minneapolis Convention Center
1301 Second Ave S,
Minneapolis, MN

Election of 2017 MPB
Executive Board and
2018 Pork Act Delegates

MPB Financial Report and
Program Highlights
David Preisler
MPB Executive Director

VII. National Pork Board Update
Bill Even
CEO National Pork Board
VIII. MPB By-law Amendment
IX.

2017 Resolutions,
Discussion, Action

X.

Election Results

XI.

Announcements

XII. Adjourn

MPB Executive Board & Pork Act
Delegate Candidates

JAN 16

MPPA Annual Meeting & Report
Symphony III
Noon - 2 p.m.

Approval of 2015
Annual Meeting Minutes
Sheila Schmid
MPB Secretary

VI.

Minnesota Pork Board Annual Meeting attendees will elect 13 individuals to serve as executive
board members of the Minnesota Pork Board and as Pork Act Delegates to the national Pork
Checkoff meeting. The executive board members serve one-year terms and work exclusively
with research, promotion and education. Candidates can also be nominated form the floor the
day of the meeting.
Individuals who have paid into the Pork Checkoff or who represent an entity paying into the
Pork Checkoff are eligible to run for the MPB Executive Board/Pork Act Delegate, introduce
resolutions and vote. Membership in a county pork producer association is NOT required to
participate in the MPB Annual Meeting.

Voting
To be eligible to vote, you must have paid into the Pork Checkoff within the last 12 months or
be representing a farm that has. There can only be one representative for each farm/entity.
The following information on each candidate is meant to help meeting attendees make an
informed vote. The candidates are listed alphabetically. Each candidate answered the
following questions:
1.
1

Tell us about yourself, your farm and your involvement in the pork industry

2.
2

What is the greatest challenge/opportunity facing Minnesota pork and what is your role in
addressing the opportunity/challenge?

3.
3

What role does the checkoff need to play in ensuring the success of Minnesota pig farmers?

2

MPB Executive Board & Pork Act Delegate Candidates

and TQA certification programs. Through these programs,
all Minnesota Swine producers are PQA Plus and TQA
certified. In addition, the Swine Training Program, jointly
administered by the University of Minnesota and the
Minnesota Pork Board is a program designed to educate
both beginners and experienced producers with new
technologies in swine production.

Samuel Baidoo
Waseca

11. I have been with the University of Minnesota – Southern

Research and Outreach Center at Waseca since 1999. I have
a three-way appointment with the University – Research,
Extension and Teaching. Several years ago, I had the
opportunity to join a team from various departments in the
Colleges of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
and Veterinary Medicine to design and oversee the building
and remodeling of the Swine Research Center at Waseca. At
present, the Swine Research Center has the following units: a
800 - sow breed to wean, wean to finish facility with a liquid
feed system, gilt isolation, nursery, metabolism facility with
surgery capabilities, and a nutritional laboratory. I have
supervised these units since their inception. The research and
teaching facilities have provided opportunities to train swine
producers in artificial insemination (AI), provide short courses
in breeding and farrowing, and wean to finish to both the young
and the experienced swine producers. I was a member of the
Minnesota Pork Board (MPB) in 2007 and currently a member
of the MPB Research and the Human Capital committees. In
addition, I have participated in various pork board activities
including membership to the Waseca County Pork Producers’
Association, Oink Outings, and MN State Fair MPB promotion
activities. I am currently a certified PQA Plus and TQA trainer
and advisor, a certified swine industry auditor and a member
of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) with National Pork
Producers Council. I am enthused about joining the MPB to
support and propagate the vision and mission of the Board
and to help fellow swine producers achieve our goal of
producing the highest quality and safest pork with less
environmental impact.

b.

Providing opportunities for swine producers to
economically adopt new technologies to enhance
production and strive to retain experienced staff in
swine production facilities.

3. Roles of the Checkoff
3
a.

The MPB Checkoff funds have played a significant role in
producer driven educational activities, such as PQA Plus

b.

The funds also provide support for research into new
ideas, including Animal Science and Welfare, Human
Nutrition, Pork Safety, Public Health, Sustainability and
Swine Health.

c.

Promotion of the swine industry based on our mission:
People, Pigs and Planet is another channel to use the
Checkoff funds. These activities include: The Minnesota
Pork Congress, Oink Outings, Taste of Elegance, and other
relevant swine related activities by county pork producers
and programs from the various committees of MPB.

Reuben Bode
Courtland
1.
1

I have been farming in Nicollet County on the family farm for
40 plus years. My wife and I have three children all involved to
a certain degree with the hog operation. We have a farrow to
wean hog operation with a number of contract growers in the
area that raise the pigs to market weight for us. We also raise
corn and soybeans on about 1100 acres. The corn is all used to
feed the pigs that we raise.

2. I believe the biggest challenge still remains, the public
2

perception of the improper care of the animals. The concern of
overuse of antibiotics and the feeling of what really goes on in
those big barns. The barns keep the animals warm and safe and
antibiotics are needed sometimes to treat an animal when they
don’t feel well.

2. As swine producers, that sell a consumable product, our biggest
2

challenges and opportunities include:
a. Producing and maintaining the highest quality and safest
pork. The Pork Quality Assurance Program Plus (PQA
Plus) ensures that pork products are of the highest quality
and safe, and animals raised for food are cared for in a
way ensuring their well-being. The Transport Quality
Assurance (TQA) is a program that helps swine producers,
transporters and attendants learn how to handle, move
and transport pigs and the potential impacts of these
activities on pig well-being and pork quality.

CANDIDATES

3. We must continue to educate the public in the way modern
3

pork production is done today and try to show them that
today’s pork is the safest and leanest product that you can feed
your family.

Chris Compart
Nicollet
1.
1

I am married to my wife, Rochelle, and have two children,
Sara and Dusty. We are involved in my family’s businesses,
Compart’s Boar Store and Compart Family Farms. Compart’s
Boar Store is a crop, Purebred breeding stock provider and

3

CANDIDATES
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commercial swine production operation. While Compart
Family Farms is our family’s branded pork business, which
markets our pork to white table cloth restaurants and several
retail stores. My role in our family’s business is to oversee
the breeding stock farms as well as managing the cropping
operation. I currently serve on the American Landrace
Association Board of Directors, President of the Tri-County
Fair Board, Swine Superintendent for the Nicollet County Fair,
and a past Nicollet County Pork Producer Board Member.

answer it in a civil way. Not that they want to hear everything,
they just don’t want it shoved down their throat.
3.
3

2. In my opinion, one of our industry’s greatest challenges is
2

consumer misperception. I feel we need to keep continuing
to educate consumers about our livestock practices. We as
producers, need to explain to them how we properly care for
our animals and the science behind our production practices.
Many people have lost the connection to agriculture and it is
important to keep working on telling our story, instead of them
hearing from uninformed businesses and people on how we
should raise our animals.

Pat FitzSimmons
Dassel

3. I feel that the Checkoff has done a great job, but we need
3

to keep on promoting and educating consumers, especially
younger people that are influenced easily by special interest and
animal rights groups. In addition, we also need to continue to
promote pork to the retail and food service sector to work on
getting pork on every menu.

1.
1

Kevin Estrem
Nerstrand
1.
1

I am proud to be a part of a family farming operation, farming
with my brothers, sons, and nephews. We raise corn, soybeans
and hogs on our operation. Our families are very involved with
the Rice County Pork Producers where we get the opportunity
to serve a lot of pork at various summer events as well as
answer a lot of questions about the hog industry. I am also a
first responder with the Nerstrand Volunteer Fire Department
and the Financial Director for the Northfield Rural Fire
Department. My family and I belong to Saint Dominic Catholic
Church in Northfield, Minnesota.

2. As President of the Minnesota Pork Board, we face a lot of
2

challenges in the promotion and education of the pork industry.
My job working with the Board is to address these issues and
get our consumers to learn more about the pork that we raise.
This is my sixth year of being on the Minnesota Pork Board
itself, and the great honor of serving as president for my second
year. The Pork Board is funded by Checkoff dollars that are
spent for research and development, promotion and education.
Those are things that I am very involved with and have been
for the last 20 years. We need to keep educating people on how
we raise our pigs. My idea is to let them ask the questions and

4

In representing the Checkoff dollars contributed by Minnesota
hog producers, we must educate consumers about how and
why we raise the animals the way we do. We should emphasize
the fact that our animals are raised humanely and that pork
products are safe for the consumers. If we gain more trust from
more of our consumers, the more success the Minnesota pig
farmers will have. Research and development also plays a vital
role in the hog industry. My goal in being re-elected to the
Board is to represent all Minnesota pig farmers and see to it
that the Checkoff dollars are well spent.

I am running for Minnesota Pork Board again after serving for
seven years. As I start my second year of service on the National
Pork Board I would like to continue serving at the state board
level as well. I live in Dassel with my wife, Marie, and we have
six grown children and 11 grandchildren. I am a partner in
Protein Sources Management, a swine management company
in Mapleton. On the national level, I serve on the National
Pork Board Producer and State Regulations Committee. On the
state level, I serve on the Human Capital and Pork Congress
committees. As a member of county pork producer associations
in Wright and Blue Earth counties, I plan and carry out pork
promotion events. I am also a Cokato Lions Club member
where we serve pork chops at our two largest fundraising
events each year.

2. I think one of our biggest challenges is going to be our ability
2
to continue to use products and practices that we feel work
best for producers and animals to produce a safe, wholesome
product. I think as Minnesota pig farmers, we have a great
tradition of strong family operations and great people in
the business.

3.
3

As we move forward, The Checkoff is going to continue to
play a very important role in research on health concerns and
products; education of pig farmers, consumers, and others
involved in the production and marketing of our product; and
promotion of our product and bringing attention to the fact
that we raise a delicious source of protein in a way that is safe
for producer and animal.
Remember our mission statement: People, Pigs, and Planet!
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www.genexfarmsystems.com

Get a “THUMBS UP” from your pumper?
PitCharger customers do!
®

PitCharger products improve the
quantity and quality at pump out!

Treat your pits NOW!

Odor & Manure Management Solutions

Buy cull sows, pigs, boars daily
On-farm pickup with clean, disinfected trailers
Knute Meneely, Manager
Junction of Hwys. 60 & 71, Windom, MN
Barn: (507) 831-3385 Mobile (507) 920-9205
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Rick Smith, Manager • Welcome, MN
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E-mail: rick.smith@parkslivestock.com
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• Wireless Systems
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Meg Freking
Jackson

11. My family has been in agriculture for over 50 years and

we have been raising pigs since graduating from South
Dakota State University in 1991. I’m involved with the
day-to-day management of our farrow-to-finish operations
in seven states. I am currently serving my seventh term as
an MPB Executive Board member. I have participated in
the National Pork Board’s Plan of Work Budget Committee
and I am active in the 21st Century Pork group. I also serve
as a Minnesota Agri-Growth board member and I am an
advocate and supporter of 4-H and FFA youth.

22. I’m committed to the pork industry and take great pride in

producing the highest quality and safest pork in the world.
As an active producer with industry experience, I can provide
great insight and knowledge for our Minnesota producers
and industry.

3. As our industry is always facing challenges, we need to
3

evaluate our spending decisions to provide sustainability. Our
guidance of Pork Checkoff funding is critical for the future of
our industry and producers.

Promotion: Promotions need to lead the way. We need to
improve product development with proper cuts that can
return the most value and increase consumption.
Education: Knowledge is power and we need to educate the
public on how pork is a great product and how we care for
our livestock. Our future will rely on the next generation of
talented youth becoming pork producers and consumers
understanding how our food comes to the plate.

JoDee Haala
New Ulm

1

My name is JoDee Haala, and I’m the Director of Animal
Well-Being for Christensen Farms. Founded in 1974 as a
small family operation, Christensen Farms is now one of the
largest, integrated food companies in the U.S. pork sector.
Located throughout the upper Midwest, we have operations
in Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska, and South Dakota.
I received my Bachelor of Science from the University of
MN with a Science in Agriculture degree. I’ve been with
Christensen Farms from the start of my career, embracing
first-hand the personal development, organizational growth

6

and industry evolution that has offered the U.S. and world
the most sustainably raised, safest and nutritious pork ever
produced. As the Director of Animal Well-Being, I’m able
to help our farms and producers apply practical solutions to
the ever-increasing expectations to provide for better animal
well-being. I’m currently serving as the Vice Chair of the
NPB Animal Welfare Committee, and am in my second term
on Minnesota Pork Board.
My husband Jay and I, along with our two children, Jacob and
Joelle live in New Ulm and stay busy with school activities.
Jay also serves as a volunteer firefighter on the New Ulm
Fire Department. I am extremely fortunate to be a part of a
company and industry that allows me to have a rewarding
career, remain close to my family and enjoy a rural way
of life.

2 There are many headwinds producers face; increased

regulation, depressed pricing, consumer distrust and a
shrinking workforce to name a few. In my opinion, one of the
greatest challenges all pork producers, including Minnesota
pork is the issue of consumer distrust. Regardless of the
topic—sow housing, antibiotic use, etc.—if our customers
believe we’re only focused on our bottom line and don’t trust
us to make decisions in the best interest of people, pigs and
the plant, we will continue to face increased regulation and
higher cost of production. Less than 2% of the population
have an agriculture background. 60% of Minnesotans do not
know anyone who operates or works on a farm in Minnesota,
or the Midwest. Our food supply is safe and abundant—a
luxury to generations gone by—an expectation of current
generations. Consumer expectations are shifting. They are
curious about where their food comes from, and demand that
it’s raised in an ethical manner. We have a responsibility to
increase transparency and earn back trust like never before.
My role in addressing this opportunity is to continue to
participate in human capital programming at the committee
level, to engage as a mentor with University students, and
use connections to create opportunities to tell the great story
of MN pork. On a smaller scale, engaging with my friends,
family and those I interact with in the community to listen
to their concerns, and share my personal experiences to
advocate for this incredible industry.

3 I view checkoff funding as the foundation of a 3-legged stool,
with each area serving a different, but highly important
purpose in the success of the pork industry. If one of the
areas of Education, Research or Promotion & Image is
missing, the stool topples. The success of Minnesota pork
lies with prioritizing the demands for limited resources,
recognizing where we can have the largest impact for each
dollar invested, making smart funding decisions and being
nimble to adjust to meet the needs of producers.

Gas Piping Systems
Construction, Maintenance, & Repair

B & B Gas Piping Plus is a fully integrated gas
piping construction company known for our
vast equipment fleet and our "can-do" spirit.
We are committed to personal service,
honesty, integrity, and quality.
We have been performing construction,
repair, and maintenance of gas piping to
meet the needs of commercial and agricultural operations throughout the Midwest
since 2004.
We are recognized as industry leaders for our
inovative design, quality construction,
professional personnel, and high safety
standards.

OUR SERVICES
Plant Maintenance
Poly & Steel Pipe
(up to 6 inch diameter)

Vaporizer Sales & Service
Site Inspection
Heater Sales & Service
Propane Tank Installation

(up to 90,000 gallons per container)

Propane Plant Design /Installation
Threaded & Welded Pipe
Snow Removal
Trenching
Custom Fabrication
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Deep Excavations
Cathodic Protection

PIPING CONSTRUCTION AND A WHOLE LOT MORE

Your "One Contract" Contractor
(507) 235-2608 | www.bandbpiping.com

1210 E. 12th Street | Fairmont, MN
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Dan Helvig
Truman

11. I am a sixth generation farmer from Martin County. I raise

pigs, corn and soybeans with my parents and wife 10 miles
west of Truman. My father started raising pigs as an FFA
project in high school and quickly grew that side of the
farming operation to become our main source of income
today. I graduated from the University of Minnesota with
an Agricultural Education and Economics degree. I’ve been
involved in the pork industry since high school serving
as a pork ambassador. I continued my commitment to
promoting agriculture in college through classes and student
organizations. Today, I serve on the Martin County Pork
Producers Board and the State Pork Board. My family has
always promoted our products by serving pork for many
occasions and educating consumers through farm tours,
church events and volunteering at a local level. Recently
I helped host a group of third graders and parents from
St. Paul at our church. Of course we served pork for lunch
and allowed the kids to pet farm animals and learn about
agriculture from real farmers.

2. The challenges facing Minnesota Pork seem to be growing
2

each and every day. Increasing regulations, a diminishing
rural population, a growing global population and a lack
of consumer trust seem to be some of the most prevalent
issues we face on our farm. We, as Minnesota pig farmers,
sometimes forget that we are doing a great job, and losing
that confidence is the biggest challenge facing Minnesota
Pork today. We raise a safe, environmentally friendly, reliable
and healthy protein that comes in the forms of bacon, loin,
ham, pork chops and many other products for everyday use
and enjoyment. Minnesota pig farmers need to have the
confidence to promote their very own products every day,
and stand up for the strong morals and integrity this industry
was built upon.

3. The checkoff has three branches: Research, Education
3

and Promotion, but its purpose can be summed up in a
simple word: engage. Engage pig farmers through training
and education. Engage consumers through marketing,
advertisement and social media. Engage of all people
domestic and in foreign markets through research and
development of those markets. Engaging the farmer has to
come first. Not only do farmers need to know where their
checkoff money is spent, they need to be a part of the events
and promotions.

8

Brad Hennen
Ghent

1 I grew up taking care of the hogs on my Dad’s farm and after

college and a year in feed sales came back to the farm in 1987
to raise hogs on my own, starting with 100 sows farrow to
finish. My operation grew into a 1000 sow farrow to wean
over time, and I started to get involved in the MN Pork
Board activities, beginning with the research committee. In
2013 I sold the sows to work full time in sales for Hermitage
pig genetics, got asked to stand for election to the MN Pork
Board, and began finishing pigs in my previous gestation
facilities. I now chair the Research committee and am
involved in a variety of other Board activities. My wife,
Barb, and I have 9 children, two of whom are married,
and a grandson.

2 I believe the greatest challenge facing MN pork producers

today affects all of agriculture; the fact that over half of our
consumers don’t have any ties to the farm through personal
or family connections. Many of them do, however, have
interest in how their food is raised. The information they
have access to about farming practices is unlimited, but
often inaccurate. My goal in affecting improvement in this
situation is to continue to find new and more effective ways
of engagement between pork producers and our consumers.

3 I believe that we need to continue to research profitable

methods of producing wholesome food for consumers in a
manner that meets their needs and preferences. I believe we
need to share the results of these findings with our fellow
producers in ways that encourage them to participate in a
dynamic and growing industry. I believe that we need to
continue to share the wonderful story of MN Pork, especially
how it is so nutritious, delicious and safe, and that our
consumers’ basic values align very well with the basic
values of farm families, particularly those who raise hogs
for a living.

MPB Executive Board & Pork Act Delegate Candidates

Wanda Patsche

Brian Johnson

Welcome

Walnut Grove

11. I have been a farrow-to-finish pig farmer for over 31 years

and recently became a wean-to-finish with ownership in a
sow co-op. I also grain farm with my brother. I have a son
that attends Iowa State University, a daughter that teaches
in Brookings and another daughter that teaches in Webster.
We also have one granddaughter. My wife, Sue, just retired
from 40 years of teaching. I am a long-time member of the
Springdale Township Board. I am happy to serve on the MPB
Executive Board and wish to seve another term. Together
with my son we have volunteered and visited with consumers
at Oink Outings, the Minnesota State Fair Oink Booth and
at Twins promotional grilling. I have also been involved with
the Redwood County Pork Producers Association. I am a
member of the MPPA Public Affairs Committee and have
taken part in several legislative activities. I enjoy promoting
the pork industry and educating consumers on modern
pork production.

2. The biggest challenge that the pork industry faces is the
2

rules and regulations that are made by people who do not
understand pork production. We have to continue to educate
influencers about why we do what we do.

3. The role of the checkoff is to promote the pork industry and
3

pork products. We have to ensure there is a level playing field
for all types of producers big or small.

CANDIDATES

1

My husband Chuck and I have been farming for over 35 years
in Welcome. We are independent producers. On our farm we
finish about 6800 head annually and are also shareholders
of a sow farm where we receive weaned pigs. In addition
to raising pigs, we also crop farm about 1000 acres. I have
been on the pork board for the past three years. Along with
being a pork board member, I am also the Promotion and
Image committee chair and also serve on the Public Affairs
committee. While on the board, I participated in a number
of specific Promotion and Image projects such as the Pig3D,
Oink Outings, Twins Grillfest, and volunteering at the
Minnesota State Fair. In addition to the Minnesota Pork
Board, I volunteer for CommonGround, speaker for Speak
for Yourself Program through Farm Bureau and Operation
Mainstreet and a MARL (Minnesota Ag Rural Leadership)
alumni. I am also a blogger at Minnesota Farm Living where
I blog about agriculture issues with the ultimate goal of trying
to bridge the disconnect between consumers and agriculture.

2 I believe the greatest challenge facing Minnesota Pork is the

issues that result from consumers not understanding where
their food comes from. With only 1-2% of us who farm,
we have an enormous job ahead of us to not only answer
questions consumers have about where their food comes
from, but to also address the vast sea of misinformation
about pig farming. My role in addressing this issue is actively
participating in Minnesota Pork’s projects that help address
some of these issues. I also use my blog as another way to
address the disconnect between agriculture and consumers.
But along with promotion and image, we also need to be
vigilant and educated on pig diseases and illnesses. As an
industry, we learned a lot from the PEDv crisis and have
taken numerous positive steps to address this disease which
we can use for future new diseases. And lastly, we need good
people in the pork industry. Using checkoff dollars to help us
train and educate good people in our industry will benefit all
of Minnesota Pork.

3 The role of checkoff dollars allows us to focus on promotion,

education and research and how each of these affects the
pork industry and the success of Minnesota’s pork producers.
We are fortunate to have a great staff at Minnesota Pork
that assists the Minnesota Pork Board to make best use
of checkoff dollars for the greater benefit of Minnesota
Pork Producers.

9
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3. Checkoff ’s responsibilities are comprised within research,
3

promotion & image, and education. While checkoff
funds need to balance the needs of these areas, I believe
the allocation of funds should always address, directly
or indirectly, programming which promotes consumer
education and trust, and the next generation of pig farmer.

Brian Schwartz
Sleepy Eye

1

I obtained my BS from South Dakota State University in
Ag Business. I have been involved in many aspect of pig
production throughout my years, both on and off the farm. I
am married to Abby and have two children, Lillian and Blake.
Since returning full-time to the family operation in
November 2012, I have been involved in production,
personnel, property, territory development and
communications with our independent farm families.
Prior to that, I was employed with an animal healthcare
company for six years. I am a 2013/2014 member of the Pork
Leadership Institute, which focuses on providing training of
future leaders for the ever-changing pork industry; through
the program, I developed a comprehensive knowledge and
appreciation for the roles of checkoff and non-checkoff
programming. I have participated in several tours on our
farm promoting the industry, including this year’s
NPB Retail Tour, answering questions related to
antibiotics, housing and sustainability.
Schwartz Farms is a family-owned company committed to
animal, environmental and socio-economic stewardship.
Known for its quality pork production, SFI operates with
integrity, excellence and innovation. Schwartz Farms is also a
proud advocate of rural communities, employing individuals
and contracting with independent farm families across
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota.

2. The greatest challenge we face today is the market. While
2

additional processing capacity is on the horizon, pork
producers obviously face price challenges today. Other key
challenges will include antimicrobial use, animal welfare,
exports, and environmental and government regulations.
While many of these are national issues, MPB needs to be
prepared to assist farmers during this time, recognizing that
needs, limitations, and strengths vary by farm.
I feel one of the greatest opportunities we have as an industry
is tell our story and connect with consumers. The industry
continues to evolve and use best practices for a food-secure
tomorrow. We need to continue to be mindful of attracting
talent to our industry, whether as employees or independent
farm families, and educating the consumer on food safety,
nutrition and trust.
I believe my role in addressing these opportunities is
to maintain a disciplined approach in spending and
decision-making during this time, balancing advocacy for
the pork industry. As a next generation farmer, I feel I have
a great story to tell, one which embraces where we have been,
as well as where we are going, and why.
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Myrna Welter
Stewartville

1

My husband Randy and I farm near Stewartville. Our
7 children grew up on our family farm. The last one is still in
high school. We have a 220 sow farrow to finish pig farm. We
do all the farrowing at our farm and our oldest son manages
the finishing site at his place. Randy and I both grew up
on pig farms and have always had a passion for pigs. I like
working in the farrowing barn with all the baby piglets.
We grow our own corn for the pigs, along with soybeans
and alfalfa.
I am grateful to be a member of the MN Pork Board. I am
the Olmsted County Pork Producer Vice President. At the
state level, I serve on the Promotion & Image and Research
Committees. One of my greatest passions is promoting pork.
Promotion opportunities that I have been involved with are
Olmsted County Fair, State Fair, Oink Outings, AgriNews
Show, grocery store promotion, classroom presentation and
this year helped at the St. Paul Saints grilling.

2 The greatest challenge facing Minnesota pig farmers today is

the low pig prices. We, as pork producers, need to take this
challenge and look for the opportunities it may provide.
I see pork promotion as one of these opportunities. We need
to strengthen our engagement with consumers about the
value of pork. Increasing consumption will create a greater
demand, thus increasing the value.

3 Pork Checkoff plays an important part in MN pig farmers.

I think this year pork promotion is the most important area,
both nationally and internationally. We need to ensure the
world that pork is a safe, healthy and nutritious product, thus
increasing the demand for pork.

CANDIDATES

MPB Executive Board & Pork Act Delegate Candidates

Tyler Wingen
GOT YOUR
HANDS FULL OF
PROBLEMS WITH DDGS?
Good Thunder

1

I’m married to my wonderful wife Chelsea, who is very supportive of
everything I do even in the toughest of times. I have an Associates of Applied
Science Degree in Agribusiness and Agronomy. I want to try and do my part
being as involved as possible in our community and pig farming industry.
When any free time off the farm is available I try to help our local county
pork producers with any grilling and pork promotion events possible. I’m
currently involved on our local township board as a supervisor. I play a
modest role in our Family’s farrow to finish pig farm operation. In our farm
operation I practice and manage for care of the wean pig from the first step
out of the farrowing room to the last step out of the finishing barns off to
market and analyze as many details as possible in between to work on making
things better every day as a farm, industry, and for the pig. Our Family Farm
also raises corn, soybeans, and sweet corn.

2 I think there is a new challenge to face every day. Currently to name a few

that are on my mind for our area are the never ending health issues the
Give
us a call
find
out how we have
helped
producers
with
industry
is facing
and to
lack
of communication
between
farms
when a new
health
issue arises on FLIES,
one farm and
and protecting
your neighborsCAPACITY.
from the
CRUSTING,
LOST STORAGE
frustrations and hardship of a major health event. A solution could possibly
be creating a website that farms/veterinarians can logon to and enter the
status of a site. (Maybe there is already a system in place that I’m not
aware about.)

888.231.1002

www.PitCharger.com

The pig farming industry has done very well in the last year raising a large
near record pork supply. I see this as an opportunity and challenge. I ask
myself and MN Pork board, are we doing everything possible to communicate
with the packers and other countries on trying to improve relationships with
them for an opportunity to increase our pork exports? The challenge for me is
to make it happen.

YOUR
Network mANAGING
FACILITY HAS NEVER
Master
BEEN EASIER.
From

A third challenge currently in our area discussed by many producers is
finding quality employees to help care for our pigs.

Foaming
Problems?
Express
Pressure
Washers, Inc.

15880 SE 74th Ave
& D Distributing
Blooming Prairie,DMN
55917

has507-583-2060
a new product to
Ph: 507-583-2703 Fax:
help control foam.
It controls:

Foam in pits
Foam while pumping

320-808-7327 • 888-955-7327

ALL OUR
MACHINES ARE 100%
www.digest3plus3.com
D&D
Distributing
• Miltona, MN
SATISFACTION GAURANTEED.
25+ years experience

PO

3 I think the checkoff needs to continue networking with pig farmers as best

and as often as possible to keep them in theSECURITY
know with best
and
& practices
ENVIRONMENTAL
most up to date information available good or bad. MONITORING

With current market conditions checkoff should help in any way possible to
minimize the risk of these low pork prices.CONFINEMENT ALARMS
For Over 25 Years
Repairs
• Professional
monitoring
the Old.
As listed as one of the challenges above, checkoff
should help
create athe
website
Eliminate
dangerous
• 24 hour customer service
that is pig farming specific in helping find good• Environmental
quality labor
to
care fortask
the of
and
difficult
sensors:
manual
inspection.
pigs of many farms across the state. Possibly connect
it
with
the
colleges
and
Temperature, Power, Water,
Fire, Unauthorized
universities that have Ag related programs of students
with theentry
desire to farm
Installs
• Cellular communication
the New.
and help link them with jobs right out of school.

Definable thresholds for notifications and re-notifications
including: temp and
• Wireless systems
• CCTV run time difference, max
water hi temp, low temp, water difference, SmartFlex
• Access control
Protects
run, idle time, feed consumption, low feed, empty bin, power loss, and more!
Your

(888) 482-4884 (507) 524-4194
Network Master helps manage vital aspects of yourMapleton MN 56065
email:
info@hawkalarm.net
production operation including up to 50 feed bin
display
units, up to 25 SmartFlex II units, up to 24 pit levelwww.hawkalarm.net

Assets.

sensors, and up to 8 temperature and watering units.
Select up to 16 different contacts to receive notifications
via email or text messaging. Network Master brings it all
together into one efficient management system.

For more information, visit us online at www.automatedproduction.com
Buy cull sows, pigs, boars daily

©2012 Automated Production Systems • apsales@automatedproduction.com • (217) 226-4449 • Fax (217) 226-3540

On-farm pickup with clean, disinfected trailers

Check out our new website!
www.expresspressurewashers.com

1-800-247-0012

Open Monday to Friday 8:00 to 5:00
Saturday 8:30 to 12:00 noon
Email:
ARM YSTEMS
service@expresspressurewashers.com
Join us on Facebook!
www.genexfarmsystems.com

Genex F

Blue
ar
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Wiechman Pig Co.

A national leader in the marketing of
lightweight butchers, sows and boars.
Between Fairmont and Truman, MN on Hwy. 15

866-521-3383 507-776-5235

Does your county pork
association do grilling for hire?
Call the Minnesota Pork Office with your

Blue
Pork
are a
even
For m
inform
grillin
11 call D

Pig Co.
A National leader in the marketing of
lightweight butchers, sows and boars.

GrillFe
Pork B
also h
Terry
consum

Weichman Pig Co. provides specific animals
to over 50 meatpackers weekly. Clean and
disinfected 30' goosenecks and 53' floor
trailers are available for on farm pickup.
Before you sell your pigs for less, call us
and get a competitive and fair bid on all
grades and weights of pigs and sows. We
are located between Fairmont and Truman,
MN on Highway 15.
Myron Brye - Manager

© 2015 SECURA Insurancea

866-521-3383
507-776-5235

Pressure Washers

We make sure you can spend time tending their roots.

Serving Southern Minnesota for the past 30 years
Offices in: Kasson, Wykoff and Pine Island, MN
Steve Johnson and Jeff Stevenson (507) 634.4580

Clean up your act!
Our High Pressure washers
make any tough clean up job
easy. Stop in and see one
today. ETL listed models.

SKARPOHL
PRESSURE SYSTEMS

114W RUBY • MANKATO, MN 56001

507-625-2844 • 800-743-6310

A Distributor of
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Maintaining
Digestive Balance
Shouldn’t Be

THIS
HARD

It’s not always easy for your sows to roll through farrowing. Feeding Levucell SB helps support a balanced
digestive system naturally, especially during times of stress. Levucell SB is a unique, naturally occurring active
dry yeast that has shown to help support the natural microflora in the large and small intestine. This helps
maintain optimal nutritional status, which can positively impact microbial balance in the gut.
®

Contact your Lallemand Animal Nutrition representative and help your sows keep a balanced digestive system
with Levucell SB.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Tel: 414 464 6440 Email: LAN_NA@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

NO

2016
EXECUTIVE
BOARD
Nerstand

Vice President:
Reuben Bode
Courtland

The election of pork producer delegate candidates for the 2018
National Pork Producers (Pork Act) Delegate Body will take
place at 2:00 p.m., Monday, January 16, 2017 in conjunction with
a Board of Directors meeting of the Minnesota Pork Board at the
Minneapolis Hilton, 1001 Marquette Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403.
All Minnesota pork producers are invited to attend.

Secretary:
Sheila Schmid
Sleepy Eye

Meg Freking
Jackson

JoDee Haala
Sleepy Eye

Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a resident of the state and
has paid all assessments due may be considered as a delegate
candidate and/or participate in the election. All eligible producers
are encouraged to bring with them a sales receipt proving that
hogs were sold in their name and the checkoff deducted. For more
information, contact the Minnesota Pork Board, 151 Saint Andrews
Court, Suite 810, Mankato, Minnesota, telephone (507) 345-8814.

Dan Helvig
Truman

Brad Hennen

Roger Koosman
Spicer

Wanda Patsche
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Walnut Grove
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Public Notice by
Minnesota Pork Board and
the National Pork Board

President:
Kevin Estrem

Brian Johnson

TI
C

Welcome

NO

Jackie Tlam
Dunnell

Myrna Welter
Stewartville

By-law Additions

National Pork Board
Pat FitzSimmons
Dassel

In 2016 the Minnesota Pork Board was audited by the National Pork Board as a
part of its regular three year audit cycle to ensure full protection and proper use
of checkoff dollars. One of the items that were reviewed are the By-laws of the
organization. The auditors recommended two additions that clearly spell out the
amendment and dissolution sections of the by-laws. Currently, the organization
relies on provisions in the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act and Roberts
Rules. The Minnesota Pork Board Executive Board reviewed the amendments at
their September 20, 2016 meeting; both are proposed additions to the by-laws.

Minnesota Pork Board

151 Saint Andrews Drive, Suite 810
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 345-8814
(800) 537-7675
mnpork@mnpork.com
www.mnpork.com

Staff

ARTICLE XI
AMENDMENT

David Preisler
Executive Director
Jill Resler
Education Director

The articles and these Regulations may be amended by a majority vote of
the members present at a legally called annual meeting or a special meeting
of the members called for the purpose of amending the Articles or these
Regulations. The proposed changes shall be included in the meeting notice
at which the vote is to be taken.

Pam Voelkel
Events Director
Vicki Kopischke
Administrative Assistant
Colleen Carey
Support Staff/Receptionist

ARTICLE XII
DISSOLUTION
Section 1. Voluntary Dissolution. This Board may be dissolved voluntarily
by the directors or the members as provided by Minnesota law. In the event
of a member resolution of dissolution, the resolution must be approved by a
majority of the voting members present at a legally called meeting.
Section 2. Asset Distribution. Upon dissolution of the Board, assets shall be
distributed for one or more exempt purposes as directed by the Directors
and in accordance with state law.
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LOCAL
STORES

LOCAL
SERVICE

Redwood Falls
36281 US Hwy 71

866-929-1350
Mankato
53908 208th Lane

855-588-8733

Blooming Prairie
633 6th St. SE

866-705-1655
Fairmont

Pipestone

710 Cory Lane

810 Industrial Road

866-461-4448

877-562-4203

Feeding and ventilation equipment backed by the GrowerSELECT
2-year warranty and supported by over 70 local stores. Improve your bottom
line with GrowerSELECT. For more information go to www.hogslat.com

www.hogslat.com • 800-949-4647
©2016 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.

Making manure liquefaction treatments easier!

Granger
Al Moudry
507-772-4475
563-547-2281
Cell: 641-330-6837
Mapleton
David Gartner
507-524-4552
Cell: 507-380-1077
Alberta
Jeff Johnson
320-324-2821
Cell: 320-349-0584

Austin
Shane Tieskoetter
507-481-8277
Cell: 563-422-0969
Faribault
John Hubly
507-334-7651
Cell: 507-383-4833
Worthington
Matt Schlichte
507-376-5552
Cell: 507-360-6197
Lewisville
Terry Mohwinkel
Cell: 507-435-4033

Stop by and see us at
51420 Hwy 251 Austin, Mn 55912
or contact our Territory Manager,
Lee Grant
Mobile 507-438-9255

Treat Deep Pit or Lagoon Manure Storage
Systems with BioverseAg
• Liquefy Waste Naturally
• Two Easy Treatments Per Year
• No Mixing or Pouring
• Reduce Solid Buildup
& Crusting
• Reduce Flies & Odor
• Increase Manure
Nutrient Values

Our slim
new design
easily drops
through slats

Visit bioverseag.com or call 877-948-0303

